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But to everyone’s amazement, he 
started to get better. Three 
decades later his body is still 
holding the virus at bay.

Although technically his AIDS 
diagnosis still stands, Maurice 
reckons he’s in better health than 
many of his peers.

“Back in the 90s I was taking a 
suitcase-load of drugs every day. 
Now I just take two pills a day.”

Maurice plays the organ in his 
church and writes for  Staffordshire 
Buddies, an HIV charity that 
helped him through his illness.

“If you’d asked me 30 years ago, 
I’d never have believed I’d still be 
here, but here I am,” he said.
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did not. Maurice lived the next  
18 months in agony as the  
side-effects of the drugs ravaged 
his body.

In 1996 he blew a load of cash 
on what he calls his ‘Farewell 
Tour’ of Spain. “There’s nothing 
like the threat of imminent death 
to focus the mind,” he says. “I 
started to work on my bucket list.” 

He was put on a combination of 
drugs to slow down the disease 
but believed the end was close.

“It was terrifying. My mum had 
already lost one son – my brother 
Derrick – to pneumonia when we 
were younger. I couldn’t stand  
putting her through it again.”

The six-month point came and 
went but the fear and pain  

into my brain and was causing 
dementia,” he explains.

He was admitted to hospital 
and diagnosed with AIDS, the 
more severe stage of the disease.

Then, for the second time, he 
was told he had six months left 
to live. “I’d kept it a secret for so 
long and I thought, well, it’s all 
going to come out now,” he said.

I thought I was invincible. I’d just 
got my dream job as a stage 
manager at my local theatre and 
I thought it was all going to be 
taken away from me.” 

Thi s  week i s  th e 30th 
 anniversary of the virus’s 
discovery. To date, over 130,000 
people have been diagnosed with 
HIV in the UK. Of these, over 
27,000 have developed AIDS and 
more than 20,000 have died.

But in the early days, before 
advances in treatment, death was 
seen as almost inevitable. Maurice 
recalls: “We’d seen so many people 
around us dying. When the film 
star Rock Hudson died in 1985 I 
thought that would be me.”

And life, while precious, wasn’t 
easy for an HIV patient then. 
Maurice, who’d previously worked 
as a teacher, had hoped he was 
moving into an industry where 
his sexuality would be accepted.

But fear of AIDS meant sufferers 
found themselves treated with 
contempt and revulsion. So 
Maurice, of Stoke-on-Trent, kept 
his diagnosis secret from all but 
his closest friends.

“It was horrible,” he says. “People 
would refuse to work with HIV-
sufferers, they didn’t want to touch 
them or even talk to them.”

And although his family knew he 
was gay, he couldn’t bear to reveal 
his illness to his mum Ada. For the 
next 10 years he had no  symptoms. 
But in 1994 his health took a turn 
for the worse. “The virus had got 
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advert, right, warned: “Don’t die of 
ignorance”. Later ads featured the 
grim reaper.

Today the message is more 
positive. A recent ad from the 
International HIV/AIDS Alliance 
shows couples in the heat of 
passion with the slogan “Come 
Together” to promote safe sex.

Now: still 
fit at 72

AIDS ADS, From IgnorAnce to blISS
THE HIV virus, which causes 
AIDS, was discovered by American 
scientists 30 years ago this week.

At first AIDS patients were 
shunned and the virus was cruelly 
dubbed the “gay plague”.

Frightening awareness 
campaigns were launched to play 
on people’s fears. The UK’s first 

Doctors told me in 
1984 I would die of 
Aids in six months... 
I’m still here today

30 yeArS AFter ItS grIm DIScovery, 
one mAn who IS DeFyIng the oDDSWHEN Maurice Greenham 

became one of Britain’s first 
HIV patients he was told that 
he’d probably be dead within 
six months.

Thirty years later – 
despite developing full-
blown AIDS and getting 
a second death sentence 
– he’s in excellent health 
and still going strong at 
the age of 72.

Maurice was diagnosed 
in July 1984, just three 
months after scientists 
discovered the killer virus. 
“I was devastated,” he 
said. “It made me so angry. 
I thought ‘why me?’”

He had just returned 
from a trip to America 
with his then-boyfriend. 

Feeling poorly, he went 
to a clinic. Having recently 
finished a  marathon in 
under four hours, he didn’t 
imagine anything was 
seriously wrong.

HIV tests had only just 
become available but while 
his boyfriend’s came back 
negative, Maurice, then 42, 
was horrified to learn he’d 
contracted the virus from 
a previous partner.

He said: “They said I had 
six months to live, possibly 
more. But no one knew 
what ‘more’ meant.

“At the time I was in love, 

Victim: Rock Hudson

Then: Maurice 
in the us in 
‘84 just before 
his diagnosis

Farewell for 
lad who died 
after floods 
HUNDReDS of mourners 
gathered yesterday for the 
funeral of a seven-year-old 
boy who fell ill and died after 
his home flooded.

Zane Gbangbola’s father 
Kye, 48, who has been in 
hospital with nerve damage 
since also falling ill, was 
brought into the church in 
a wheelchair.

His mother, Nicole Lawler, 
36,  was among those 
carrying the blue and orange 
coffin, shaped like a jet car.

Zane’s school friends and 
f iref ighters who were 
involved in flood rescues 
were among the mourners.

A fundraising web page 
has been set up by family 
friend Louise Bishop to pay 
for the funeral and cover the 
 family’s costs, including 
repairs to their home in 
Chertsey, Surrey.

A post-mortem showed 
no clear cause of Zane’s 
death in February. One 
theory is the illnesses were 
caused by fumes from a 
generator powering a pump 
removing flood water.

Mystery illness: Zane

The umbel 
drama has 
started early 
this year
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Ticked off by 
church clock 
night chimes
A CHURCH clock that 
chimes every 15 minutes 
through the night has caused 
a ding-dong after an attempt 
to silence it.

Resident Chris Molden – 
who lives just 100 yards 
away in a £1.5million home 
– says the sound keeps him 
awake and wants it halted 
between 11pm and 7am.

But the church says it will 
only reduce the number of 
times it goes off, rather than 
stopping it completely.

The clock has chimed 
every 15 minutes for more 
than 100 years in the village 
of Wherwell, Hants.

Churchwarden Pam 
Prince said: “The village 
loves to hear it chiming.” 

Officials will take readings 
to measure the noise.


