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TODAY-SEPTEMBER 23: Ripon Cathedral 
hosts the Great North Art Show, showing 
more than 250 artists, including Claire 
Milner who uses thousands of crystals to 
create a portrait of Queen Elizabeth II. 
Details: www.greatnorthartshow.co.uk

SEPTEMBER 14-23: Get your boots on for 
the first Yorkshire Wolds Walking & 
 Outdoors Festival , including fungi forays, 
geocaching and Buddhism and Nordic 
Walking. Details: www.visithulland 
eastyorkshire.com

ENGLAND
TODAY: It’s the last day of Great  Yarmouth’s 
Maritime Festival with tall ships, shanty 
mus ic ,  Punch  &  Judy  shows  and 
 performance theatre. Details: www. 
great- yarmouth.co.uk/maritime-festival

SEPTEMBER 9: Belsay Hall and Castle in 
Northumberland  has a display of  
v i n t age  ca rs  p l u s  p e r fo r m a n ce s  
from one of the North of England’s best 
brass bands.  Details: www.english-heritage.
org.uk 

Battle it out in Cosford

it out in Windfest, a celebration of 
 wind-powered watersports ,  whi le 
 kitesurfers will be competing on shore. 
Details: www.scottishwindfest.com

WALES
SEPTEMBER 3: Visit Stackpole, the  National 
Trust property in Pembrokeshire, and you 
can spot otters on a special walk with one 
of the rangers. Tickets costing £3 must  
be booked in advance. Details: www. 
national-trust.org.uk 

SARAH TURNER

SEPTEMBER 15-16: A Spitfire flypast will be 
among the highlights of the Battle of 
Britain Weekend at the RAF Museum in 
Cosford, Shrops. Kids can sit in a replica 
plane and get their heads around pounds, 
shillings and pence in a Step Back in Time 
workshop while the museum cafe will be 
serving a wartime menu. Details: www.
rafmuseum.org

SCOTLAND
SEPTEMBER 22-23: The sea around Troon 
will be awash with windsurfers as they slug 

(free) is the only place to do it. Swing 
by the stone amphitheatre from 3pm 
on Sundays where host Joe Hatchiban 
invites visitors to take the stage and 
belt out their favourite tunes on his 
portable sound system. 

BERLIN MUSIC WEEK  
(SEPTEMBER 5-9)

THERE’S just time to nip over for the city’s 
big music fest, with an innovative menu 
ranging from Europe’s largest club night 
(www.berlin-clubnacht.de) to the Berlin 
Festival including headliners the 
Killers and Franz Ferdinand (www.
berlinfestival.de). For more info go 
to www.berlin-music-week.de/en/

GETTING AROUND
A BERLIN Welcomecard (available 
at the airport and S-Bahn stations) 
gives you unlimited travel on all 
public transport plus discounts 
of up to 50 per cent on attractions. 
A three-day pass is £19.

seamlessly into a lo-
cation for a reggae, 
funk and soul club. 
Sandwiched  between 
the old Berlin Wall 
and the river Spree, 
Yaam is one of the 
city’s many man-
made beaches and 
host to live music, 
food and drink and 
b e a c h  g a m e s . 
There’s even a Kidz-
corner with every-

thing from hula hooping to Caribbean 
dance for little ones (www.yaam.de).

To get there take the U-Bahn to Sch-
lesisches Tor then cross over the elegant 
Oberbaum bridge into the East Berlin 
neighbourhood of Friedrichshain and 
walk up alongside the old wall.

KARAOKE
IF you feel like flexing your own vocal 
cords “bearpit karaoke” in Mauerpark 

and a plate of schnitzel for around €10 
before enjoying the evening’s pro-
gramme. Live gigs take place on Wednes-
day, Friday and Saturday nights from 
9pm and Sunday afternoons from 2pm 
(www.yorckschloesschen.de –  German 
only). Admission is £3.95.

REGGAE
ONLY in Berlin would a former symbol 
of conflict and oppression transform so 
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thing from hula hooanddd a plate of schnitzel for around €10

By FRANCESCA COOKNEY
WHEN my boyfriend and I booked 
tickets to see our favourite band in 
Berlin it seemed like an inspired idea.

Great music combined with a weekend 
away in one of Europe’s hippest cities... 
it sounded perfect.

What we hadn’t counted on was the 
Radiohead gig getting cancelled. But 
with flights and accommodation booked, 
there was nothing for it but to stick to 
the plan and see what other musical 
treats the German capital had to offer.

And it didn’t disappoint. From its 
vibrant jazz scene to its grand open-air 
classical concerts, there’s plenty to 
satisfy all tastes and budgets...

CLASSICAL
FOR a classical music night with a twist 
head to Yellow Lounge. This regular club 
night rotates between Berlin’s coolest 
venues on the first Monday of every 
month for live performances from world-
renowned classical musicians followed 
by a classical DJ set (£3.95, www.yellow 
lounge.de).

A little more traditional is Berlin’s 
summer Classic Open Air Festival, which 
features everything from swing dance 
bands to Italian operas on 
a huge stage outside the 
Konzerthaus in Gendarme-
nmarkt square.

Tickets are £47.50 (www.
classicopenair.de) but why 
not do as the Berliners do 
and book yourself a table at 
a nearby cafe or take wine 
and a picnic to the 
steps of Französische 
Dom cathedral to 
eavesdrop on Puccini  
and Verdi for free?

At other times of 
year you can still 
pick up cheap clas-
sical tickets. The 
B e r l i n  P h i l h a r -
moniker, a stone’s 
throw from the 
magnificent Tier-
garten Park, offers 
standing tickets 
from just £5.50 
(www.ber l iner-  
philharmoniker.de/en).

JAZZ
HEAD to the central Mitte 
borough and the charming 
Chen Che Vietnamese tea 
house (www.chenche-
berlin.de) tucked away in 
a courtyard off  Rosenthaler 
Strasse before going into 
to the B-Flat jazz club next 
door.

This sparsely-furnished 
single room with a long bar 
and tall windows is a key 
player in the Berlin jazz 
scene. Entry is £8 and the music kicks 
off at 9pm (www.b-flat-berlin.de).

The Yorckschlösschen pub in Kreuz-
berg is a more laid-back affair. The 
scruffy but sociable venue has been 
hosting jazz, swing and blues since the 
1970s. Photos and memorabilia line the 
walls and the tables fill up quickly at 
weekends so arrive early. Grab a beer 

BERLIN
BEATS

EASYJET fly to Berlin  
Schönefeld and Berlin 
Brandenburg from Lon-
don, Manchester and 
Newcastle. Go to www.
easyjet.com

FOR hip Berlin on a  
budget, check out www.
airbnb.co.uk where locals 
list spare rooms and flats. 
We opted for a funky one-
bedroom apartment in 
the heart of trendy Kreuz-
berg for €95 a night.

FOR listings check out  
www.visitberlin.de/en

What’s 
the deal?

Germany’s hip 
capital has all 
you’ll want for  
a music break..

World of wunder... 
the Classic Open Air 

Festival outside  
Berlin’s Konzerthaus

Sands like fun... 
Yaam Beach Bar  
and Reggae Club

Prost..! Francesca 
toasts Berlin
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Great UK 
days out


