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Emily, 18, and son Charlie, 
16, are still on friendly 
terms with Cilla too.

Alex says: “We bump into 
her at Henley every year and 
she always says hello.

“She sees us as business but 
I think she’s proud that we’re 
still together and she contrib-
uted to that.”

interviewed by ITV for Cilla’s 50 
Years in Showbiz celebration.

Alex tells  how he once 
bumped into a girl he had turned 
down on the show. “It was No 3, 
Kate from Essex,” he says. “She 
was nice and I think if I’d picked 
her we’d have got on very well.”

Alex and Sue, who live in 
South London with daughter 

ryone went mad,”says Alex.
Sue adds: “They were calling 

us every six months asking if 
we had wedding plans so we felt 
it was only right to tell them.”

The couple still get regular 
calls from TV producers, and in 
2012 they filmed a segment for 
The One Show’s Cilla Black 
special. This month they were 

We never introduced ourselves 
as ‘Alex and Sue from Blind Date’ 
but people would ask how we 
met. Everybody loved it.”

The first thing Alex did after 
he proposed to Sue was to call 
the TV company, and their 1991 
wedding featured in a Blind Date 
Special. “Until then Cilla hadn’t 
had any success stories so eve-
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Still happy together after 25 years
..couple who met on Cilla’s tV show

When Alex and Sue 
Tatham met on Cilla 
Black’s Blind Date  25 
years ago they hit it off 
at once. 

Theirs was the dating show’s 
first marriage... and they are still 
 together a quarter of a century 
after they first delighted 18 
million Saturday night viewers 
with their fledgling romance.

Once the cameras stopped 
rolling Alex and Sue assumed 
the public’s interest in them 
would end. Not a bit of it.

“We would get recognised 
quite a bit,” recalls Sue,  
now 47. “People would spot 
us when we were out on a 
date together. At times I 
hated it. I wanted to slip back 
into obscurity.”

She says she would never 
have gone on Take Me Out, 
today’s much raunchier 
equivalent of Blind Date.

“I can’t even watch shows 
like that, they’re grim,” says 
Sue. “I find them so embar-
rassing and tacky.”

Blind Date was a family 
show and a “hot date” meant 
being chaperoned every step 
of the way. The couple even 
stayed in separate hotels.

Sue was put forward as a 
contestant by friends, while 
Alex, 48, filled out his form with 
the help of his accountancy 
colleagues. “She’s still known as 
‘Number Two from the Midlands’ 
in my house,” says Alex.

Sue adds: “It would come up 
whenever we met new people. 

Star guest... Cilla at 
their 1991 wedding

Happy ever 
after... Sue 
and Alex 

today

Union 
Black... 

meeting 
on Blind 
Date in 

1998
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