
Homes

22 
prizes

Xmas 
must 
have

HOMES & Holidays has got its hands on one of this year’s 
Christmas must-have toys – the new Let’s Rock Elmo 
from Hasbro – and we’re giving away 22 of them to lucky 
readers in our superb contest.

Dressed in a concert-style T-shirt, Elmo takes the stage 
singing and making music – and now preschoolers can 
too. Elmo comes with his very own microphone and two 
instruments – a tambourine and a drum set.

You can choose which instrument Elmo plays and he 
magically recognises which one 

you have given him.
For even more rockin’ fun, 

Elmo also interacts with other 
Let’s Rock instruments, sold 
separately.

He knows when little ones 
are playing the Let’s Rock 
g u i t a r ,  k e y b o a r d  o r 
 microphone and plays along 

with you.
The Let’s Rock Elmo toy sings rockin’ songs so grab 

an instrument and join Elmo’s band.
But first – grab your phone and get entering!

ENTER NOW
CORRECTLY answer this question for a chance to win:

Q Which of these is the name of another character 
in Sesame street?

a).............. Big Bird
b)........... Blue Bird
c)........ Yellow Bird

YOU can CALL 0901 609 2903 and follow the 
 instructions. 

Or you can TEXT the word SMHOME followed by a 
space then your answer (a, b or c), name, address and 
postcode to 84080

To receive details of goods and services which may 
be of interest to you start your text entry SMHOMEIN

WIN 
Let’s Rock 
Elmo toy 

worth £69 each

ROCK out with the 

new Let’s Rock Elmo 

from Hasbro.
Suitable for age 18 

months and over. 

Available now from 

www.toysrus.co.uk

TERMS & CONDITIONS
1. Lines close at 6pm on Friday, November 18, 2011. BT landline calls cost 61p/
minute, maximum two minutes. Other landline operators/payphones/mobiles 
may vary. Texts cost £1 each plus standard network rate. 2. Twenty-two winners 
will be selected at random after lines close from all correct entries received. 3. 
Each 1x Let’s Rock Elmo rrp £69.99 delivered within 28 days of competition 
closing date. 4. Prizes published in other Trinity Mirror titles, not transferable, 
no whole/part cash alternatives. 5. Std Trinity Mirror plc rules apply, see www.
sundaymirror.co.uk/rules

SP: Telecom Express Ltd, W1B 2AG. Tel: 0870 487 4870.

RECYC
How to give your home    

CHARIS Williams’ house has designer looks – on an 
eBay budget. In fact virtually everything is second-
hand and some items were even pulled out of a skip.

It was very different when she first moved in in 
2007. There was writing on the walls, cigarette butts 
on the floors and spray paint everywhere. The kitchen 
only had two cupboards and many of the walls were 
covered in ugly wood chip.

“I didn’t have much money to spend doing it up but 
I was determined to make it into a family home,” says 
artist Charis, 30, who is fanatical about reusing, 
 upcycling – giving old items a new look – and DIY.

“I came up with a design for each room that met my 
needs, made good use of the space and kept a funky 
vibe throughout.”

Charis uses a lot of her own artwork around the 
house, giving it a unique, personal feel. She took time 
to find pieces of furniture and furnishings that fit with 
the look she was going for, at the right price. 

She says: “A lot of things I make myself, such as 
curtains. If a piece of furniture isn’t quite the right 
colour I paint it.”

As a single mum with two children – Tiger, five, and 
Ely, three – saving money is important. But Charis, who 
lives in Brighton, East Sussex, was also influenced by 
her upbringing. 

She says: “My dad grew up during the Second World 
War and experienced rationing. We were taught not to 
waste from an early age. He also taught me my DIY 
skills, which I use every day.

“But my style definitely comes from my mother, who 
set up the first vintage clothes shop in Brighton 26 
years ago.

“For me upcycling, reusing and reclaiming isn’t a 
fashion statement, it’s a way of life.”

 FOR more ideas and projects, check out Charis’ 
website at www.brightonwallart.co.uk

£174 – reduced from £258
MATERIAL FOR CURTAINS: £10 – I knocked 
the seller down from £13.50
WALNUT VENEER BATH PANEL: £35 – 
 reduced from £79
BATH AND SHOWER ATTACHMENT: £35
SEAGULLS: £11 – made out of reclaimed 
driftwood
HANDMADE RESIN BLACK GLITTER TOILET 
SEAT: £30 – online

BEDROOMS
“ALL the bedrooms and landing upstairs 
have their original floorboards. I hired  
an industrial sander and worked them 

TAPS: £16.50 from eBay
TILES: £15 per pack (reduced from £20)
GLASS SHELVES: FREE

BATHROOM
“I CHOSE white tiles because they’ll go 
with anything. That way if I ever get bored 
I only have to repaint and I’ll have a  totally 
new look. I used the painting – one of my 
own – as basis for the scheme and gave it 
a nautical feel.”
LARGE WALL MIRROR: FREE from a skip.
TILES: £15 a pack – reduced from £20
FLOORING: £20 a pack – down from £35
TOILET AND SINK UNIT (INCLUDING TAPS): 

KITCHEN
CHARIS says: “This is known in my  family 
as the £11.50 kitchen! I bought the cabinets, 
doors and extractor fan off eBay for that, 
but I had to spend a little more after that. 
Friends helped fit the worktop and  
plumb in the sink but I did all the tiling 
myself.”
BASIC KITCHEN: £11.50 from eBay
TWO EXTRA CABINETS: £16 each online
EXTRA DOORS: £8.50-£15 from B&Q
WORKTOP: £40 from B&Q
SINK: FREE – a plumber friend had a client 
who didn’t need it

Artist Charis is 
 delighted with
her home’s look

By FRANCESCA COOKNEY
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JUST how easy is it to upcycle? With 
 guidance from expert Charis, I attempted 
to give this chest of  drawers, bought for 
£25 on eBay, a fresh, funky new look. 
Here’s how to do it... 
1. Sand before you paint. Just enough to 
create a “key” in the wood for the paint 
to adhere to.
2. Brush off the sanded surface, wipe 
with a damp cloth. Give it time to dry.
TIP: Charis recommends water-based 
paints as they are easier and less messy 
than oil-based wood paints. You can clean 
brushes with water and they dry  quicker, 
too. I used matt emulsion in Jewel in the 
Crown, £19.50 for 2.5l (www.graham 
brown.com, 0800 328 8452) and matt 
emulsion in Night Jewels 4 and  Celebration, 
each £2.23 for 250ml tester pot (www.
dulux.co.uk, 08444 817817).
3. Don’t overload your 
brush or you will get 
runs of paint. Go with 
the grain of the wood 
in long,   sweeping 
strokes.
TIP: When spray paint-
ing, it’s best to do it out-
side if you can. If you 
have to do it indoors, put plenty of dust 
sheets on the floor and walls and have a 
window open. Use long, sweeping strokes, 
don’t overload one area and wear a mask 
to stop you breathing in the chemicals. 
5. Two coats should be enough – or three 
if you are using a bright colour on a light 
surface or a light colour on a dark surface. 
I needed two for the grey section, three 
for the green and red sections. Most 
water-based paints are touch dry in two 
hours and will be ready for a second coat 
in four hours.
6. Charis reckons if your paint has a nice 
finish you can usually get away without 
varnish. I used a clear acrylic spray for 
extra protection, £6.95 for 400ml can   
(01223 836400, www.plastikote.com).
CHARIS’ VERDICT: This is a great find at 
a great price. The shape of the drawers 
is really unusual and I love what you’ve 
done with them. The original handles 
retain the character of the piece but the 
colours give it a contemporary twist.

How I gave a 
£25 eBay buy 
a funky twist

CLED STYLE
   a designer look... on a bargain basement budget

LOUNGE
“THE real slate tile flooring, 
which runs throughout the 
ground floor, is one of my 
 biggest achievements. It’s 
made of reclaimed roof tiles, 
a lot of which I sourced for 
free from building sites. I laid 
it all myself – not a job for the 
faint-hearted but it looks 
fantastic. The materials – such 
as grout, adhesive, PVA, 
 plywood, screws and sealants 
– cost £550 but I still saved 
thousands.”
LEATHER SOFA BED: £160 – 
secondhand (£1,000 new)
GLASS SHELF: FREE - I spotted 
a man chucking them out and 
asked if I could have them.
RED ARM CHAIR: FREE – from 
my nan’s house. I painted it 
and recovered it for £10
CHEST OF DRAWERS: FREE – 
 abandoned. I painted it
CURTAINS: £5 for three – car 
boot sale
CURTAIN RAILS: £5 – from a 
car boot sale
WOODEN SHELVES: FREE – 
from a building site

GLASS TABLE AND SIX CHAIRS: £100 
– second-hand (cost £1,200 new). I 
re-covered the chairs with faux 
leather material for £10
BAMBOO TABLE MATS: £5 for 15 – 
bulk buy on eBay. I kept four and 
sold the other 11
SMEG FRIDGE FREEZER: £260 – 
 second- hand (costs £1,300 new)
CURTAINS: £21 – vintage
MIRROR: £10 – eBay
PEW: FREE – hand-me-down
VINTAGE LAMPSHADE: FREE – a 
present from my parents

guests get their first  impression  
of the house so I chose bright 
 colours.”
PICTURE FRAMES: £1 each – car boot 
sales
ARTWORK, SCULPTURES: Charis’ 
own

DINING ROOM
“MY prize possession in this room is 
the Smeg fridge-freezer. I’d wanted 
one for ages and had been keeping 
an eye out for a second-hand one in 
my area and was so pleased when I 
found it.”

LINEN BASKET:  FREE – hand-me-
down
RUG: £1 – car boot sale

HALLWAY
“WHEN I moved in, the hallway had 
woodchip on one side and lumps 
missing out of the walls. I painted it 
yellow and grey and used one of 
Tiger’s mini paint rollers to create a 
dado rail effect. The wooden staircase 
was a complete mess so I sanded the 
whole staircase myself and used 
masking tape to paint it white with 
a red stripe. The hallway is where 

right back, repaired any  damage and 
sealed them with a dark oak floor 
varnish. It’s hard work especially 
when you’re eight months pregnant 
as I was but I saved a lot. I painted 
the mural in the kids’  bedroom 
myself and as they grow up I let 
them add bits to it.”
BUNK BED: £75 – eBay
TRUNK: £40 – car boot sale
CHAIR: FREE – Freecycle.org
WOOD SHELVES: FREE – a neighbour 
was chucking out the wood and 
asked if I wanted it

Before... boring secondhand chest of drawers

After... Francesca’s fresh new colour scheme

All her own work
...Francesca

By FRANCESCA COOKNEY


