
SUNDAY MIRROR 22.12.201332 SM1

Christmas at war

pay our own tribute to the 
 indomitable wartime festive spirit 
of civilians and warriors alike 
through a century of conflict.

It began with troops laying aside 
their weapons and climbing from 
trenches to play football with the 
enemy in no man’s land on 
Christmas Day, 1914. 

Since then both soldiers and 
civilians have kept the spirit alive 
– from air raid shelter streamers 
and Cold War truces to front line 
trees and soldiers in Santa hats. 

There’s even been time for make-
shift festive dinners and celebrity 
visits. Then it was back to battle.  
But, in the words of the Wizzard  
anthem, they must have wished it 
could be Christmas every day.

IN the hell and misery of wars 
down the ages, one day a year 
has sent rays of hope slicing 
through the darkness.

Carols sung in different tongues 
drifting across battlefields. Tinsel 
twinkling amid bombed out homes. 
Handshakes across barricades.

And defiant smiles on the faces 
of weary soldiers far from home.

This year our thoughts go out for 
the 13th year running to our brave 
boys and girls spending Christmas 
Day in Afghanistan.

Like all their comrades before 
them they will do everything they 
can to make the best of it.

And today, in their honour, we 
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‘Slave’ house 
girl quizzed 
over mum’s 
death riddle
POLICE hope to solve the 
mystery of a “slave” woman’s 
death  plunge – after 
 discovering the youngest 
victim rescued from a cult 
house is her daughter.

Rose Davies is believed to 
hold the key to how her 
mother Sian fell from a third-
storey window in 1997.

Sources close to the 
 investigation told the Sunday 
Mirror detectives have now 
established Sian gave birth 
to Rose, 30, at the South 
London home.

They are now gently 
 quizzing her about life with 
two other alleged female 
slaves at the Brixton cult 
house run by Maoists.

A source said: “The older 
two are not in a state to  
talk. Rose has been more 
receptive. 

“They believe she can 
solve the mystery over how 
her mother died.”

Sian, 44, died in hospital 
after her fall at a previous 
home run by the cult in 
Herne Hill . An inquest 
recorded an open verdict.

Maoist  cult  leaders 
Aravindan Balakrishnan and 
his wife Chanda were 
arrested and bailed after 
Rose, an Irish woman, 57, 
and a 69-year-old Malaysian 
were freed last month.

Victim: mum Sian Davies

The best Lidl 
tot of Scotch
WHISKY snobs will find this 
hard to swallow – but a 
blended malt sold by Lidl is 
top of the tots. 

Expert Jim Murray gave 
the budget chain’s £13.49 
own label Glen Orchy 88.5 
points out of 100 in the 2014 
Whisky Bible. 

The five-year-old blended 
malt’s nearest rival was an 
Imperial Tribute at £125.99. 
Jim said: “Lidl has raised the 
bar for everyday Scotch.”

£2bn to get 
a sore head
C H R I S T M A S  p a r t y 
 hangovers are expected to 
cost UK firms £2.7billion in 
lost productivity this year.

The average worker will 
attend three festive bashes. 
But the party hotspot will be 
Swansea, where  revellers 
will go to five of them.

A survey of 2,500 people 
by hotel chain Travelodge 
found one in 10 workers has 
booked a week off to recover 
from their hangovers.

their arms and met in no man’s land. Cpl John Ferguson of the 
Seaforth Highlanders later said: “We shook hands, wished each 
other a Merry Christmas, and were soon chatting as if we had known 
each other for years... with men whom only a few hours before we 
were trying to kill!’’ Then came the famous game of football between 
men of the 1st Battalion, The Royal Welsh Fusiliers and the German 
Battalion 371. The Germans won 2–1.

VIetnam

A CHRISTMAS tree is 
perched on sandbags 
between two US soldiers 
in Dakto, South Vietnam, 
in 1967. Days earlier the 
North Vietnamese had 
launched an assault 
which became one of the 
war’s bloodiest battles. 

A year earlier two 
Aussie squaddies are 
pictured taking a pedicab 
around Saigon, refusing 
to let the Vietnam 
conflict interfere with  
Christmas shopping.

tree of 
hope: In 
Vietnam

off to the shops: 
For two Aussies 

worLd war I

TUCK in lads before things go bang – and we don’t mean the 
crackers! British troops eat their Christmas dinner rations in a shell 
hole on the Western Front in 1916.

Over on the enemy lines a year earlier, German troops are caught 
on camera singing carols around a glittering trench tree.

Their efforts at a brief seasonal moment of peace were inspired by 
the 1914 Christmas truce when, defying orders, both sides laid down 

worLd war II

UNDER the decorations, 
a child dreams of what 
Santa might bring in 
1940 – in a garden bomb 
shelter. Meanwhile 
airmen prepare to send 
their own Christmas 
present to Hitler.

Rationed Brits kept 
the festive spirit going 
throughout the war, with 
postmen clambering 
through Blitz rubble to 
deliver millions of letters 
and parcels containing 
home made gifts.

dreams: 
of Santa 

pressie: 
for Hitler

the coLd war
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Christmas at war Soldiers still 
celebrate in 
the trenches 

their arms and met in no man’s land. Cpl John Ferguson of the 
Seaforth Highlanders later said: “We shook hands, wished each 
other a Merry Christmas, and were soon chatting as if we had known 
each other for years... with men whom only a few hours before we 
were trying to kill!’’ Then came the famous game of football between 
men of the 1st Battalion, The Royal Welsh Fusiliers and the German 
Battalion 371. The Germans won 2–1.

Grub up: 
dinner on 
front line

Carols:  in 
German 
trenches

the Cold war EAST and West Berlin 
guards exchange 
Christmas greetings 
over the infamous 
Cold War wall built 
four months earlier in 
1961. Berliners from 
both sides had to wait 
until 1963 before 
Christmas visits 
between parted 
relatives were allowed.

Food was rationed 
and Christmas wasn’t 
officially recognised in 
the communist East 
although they did put 
up decorated “New 
Year” trees.

Greeting: 
over Wall

iraq

DuRiNG the first Gulf 
War in 1990 Father 
Christmas was flown in 
specially via a Tornado 
F3 fighter jet.

Troops had a rather 
different festive visitor in 
2005 when singer 
Katherine Jenkins joined 
them in Basra. 

in 2006, they were 
sent a Christmas 
message from the Queen 
telling them “your 
courage and loyalty are 
not lightly taken”.

Star to 
follow: 
Katherine

No sleigh: 
Santa arrives

afGhaNiStaN

BRiTiSH and American 
soldiers in Santa hats 
are a familiar sight in 
war-torn Helmand at this 
time of year. Troops 
make decorations and 
prepare their own 
Christmas dinner – and 
in 2006 the Mirror flew 
in Gordon Ramsay to 
cook for them. 

But they can never let 
their guard down. On 
Christmas Day 2007 
carols were interrupted 
by Taliban fire.

festive 
feast: in 
the desert

Singing: 
Soldier 
Santas
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