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1. Take stock
LOOK at your home and your furniture. Decide whether you  actually 
like it and whether you use it. We often refer to the 80/20 rule – 80 
per cent of your possessions get used 20 per cent of the time. So, 
much of what you have has become redundant. Once you’ve  decided 
what you want to keep it’s time to...

2. Declutter
HAVING a clear-out will immediately make your home look better. 
If you’re getting rid of stuff, sell it on eBay or Gumtree and make 
some money to put towards new furnishings. When decluttering, 
make sure you have a range of storage options. Shelves are great 
for books but it’s important to have storage with doors on so you 
can choose what to display and what to hide away.

3. Change your display
JUST changing what’s on your shelves will freshen up the look of a 
room. You don’t need to have everything out at once so try rotating 
your display. We once met a woman who collected Barbie dolls and 
they were everywhere in her house – on shelves, on the window 
sills. It was crazy. We took them all down to the basement 
and let her keep just ten upstairs, which she  switches 
around to update her look.

4. Make small changes
WE’RE not suggesting you start from 
scratch every time a new trend catches 
your eye but you can keep up the 
 interest in your home by  incorporating 
new accessories. A little can go a 
long way. Even something as simple 
as a new duvet cover can give your 
bedroom a “whole new look” 
without changing the decor.

Having a wonderful home isn’t just about 
splashing the cash. If you’re prepared to 
put in some thought, effort and time, you 
can create style without the bills. Here 
TV’s Colin McAllister and Justin Ryan 
list their eight secrets to canny updates...

5. Get moving!
SIMPLY try moving the furniture from room to 
room or changing the layout to keep things 
looking fresh. Before we got our hands on this 
bedroom, the bed was squeezed into a corner 
with the rest of the furniture simply tucked 
around the outside of the room. The best place 
for a bed is opposite the door or on the largest 
unbroken wall. For a balanced, symmetrical look, 
it should be flanked at either side by bedside 
tables and lamps.

Before...

Create a talking point in the 
room with a splash of colour 
and an even bolder shape...

TOP10
Statement chairs 

Juno burnt   
orange 

armchair £399 
(www.made.

com)

Philippe Starck-style   
Louis Ghost armchair £85 
(www.cultfurniture.com, 
020 8185 6960) 

Decker   
bus print 
armchair 

£399 (www. 
made.com)

Area 51   
chair £91 

(www.calligaris.
com)

Eames-style   
DSW chair £59 

(www.cult 
furniture.com,  
020 8185 6960)

Easy chair   
from the summer 
2012 collection £125 
(www.ikea.co.uk, 0845 
355 1141)

Harri chair   £199 (www.very.co.uk, 
0844 822 2321)

Hero chair   £92.50 
(www.calligaris.com)

Wire   
chair £69 

(www. oliver 
bonas.com, 

020 8974 
0110)

Ruskin chair  
£249 (www. 

marksandspencer. 
com, 0845 302 1234)
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OOKS FOR LESS
Colin & Justin’s

8. Shop smart
BEFORE you go shopping, stop and think about 
exactly what you want instead of buying things 
that will “do for now”. In DIY you say “measure 
twice, cut once” so for your home you should 
say “think twice, buy once”.

It pays to think outside the box when it 
comes to shopping. When we got our first 
apartment there was absolutely nothing in it. 
We noticed they were ripping out a Wimpy 
(remember them?) at the top of the road so 
we asked if there was anything we could have. 
It was actually pretty good stuff and it was all 
just going in a skip so we thought, “Why not?”. 
We managed to get two really big mirrors, 
which looked amazing.

That said, there are a few things it’s worth 
investing in. With sofas and beds you should 
spend as much as you can afford. In this grey 
kitchen we kept the existing units, giving 
them a few coats of paint. With the money we 

saved we were able to buy marble  worktops. 
The result is visible luxury and is a perfect 
example of investing where it’s worth it.

 COLIN and Justin are working with Febreze to help the 
nation freshen up their homes. Visit facebook.com/FebrezeUK 

for a chance to win a freshness makeover for your home, and 
for more fresh home hints and tips.

7. Use what you have
BEFORE you hit the shops, think about what you can do with what 
you have. We call this the 3 Rs – Reuse, Reinvent and Relove! In 
this tartan bedroom the bed and mattress were reused but covered 
with a white valance and topped off with a custom-made white 
buttoned linen headboard. Contact your local upholsterer (or try 
it yourself with a board of MDF, a layer of foam, a staple gun and 
your favourite fabric). We covered the existing bedside units with 
white linen to provide a chic and textural finish that tied in with 
the grey and white scheme. The tartan wallpaper is from Graham 
& Brown (www.grahambrown.com).

6. Add a lick of paint
PAINTING is an economical way to transform a room and 
it’s also very easy to do. When choosing new colours, think 
about why you don’t like the existing ones. This living 
room was dark and drab with just one small window but 
a blue and white scheme makes it feel brighter. We clad 
the walls with inexpensive half-height cladding (try 
Panel Master, www.panelmaster.co.uk) and painted it 
white to match the fire surround and tie in all the  woodwork. 
Add sky blue walls and you’ve got a Hamptons hideaway 
look for less.

Before... Before...

Before...

Reusing the units...
new kitchen looks 

glam and gorgeous

Interviewed by FRANCESCA COOKNEY
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