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hoMeSMoney with Melanie Wright

QI’ve not yet paid any 
money into an ISA 

this year  because I like to 
leave it as close to the 
end of the tax year as 
possible. Has the amount 
I’m allowed to invest 
changed since the last 
tax year, taking into con-
sideration that I like to 
pay part into cash and 
part into investments?

A You’re allowed to 
pay £11,280 in total 

for this tax year, which 
ends on April 5.  You can 
put all the money into 
an  investment ISA. 
 However, if you  decide 
to pay a part of your 
 savings, up to £5,640, 
into a cash ISA, then this 
will  reduce the amount 
you’re able to put into an 
investment ISA.

QOne of my pension 
companies has writ-

ten to me providing a 
valuation, but has said it 
is referring me to  another 
company for an annuity 
because it is out of the 
annuity market.  Should 
I accept their recommen-
dation?

ATHere is no harm  
in considering the 

 figures you have been 
quoted, but you should 
also compare what is 
available from the whole 
market to ensure the 
best possible pension.  I 
suggest you email 
 enquiries@themoney 
map.co.uk to obtain a 
free Pension Annuity 
 request Form.

QI believe my  pension 
fund will go to my 

wife, free of any  taxes, 
should I die before I take 
my pension. Is this 
 correct?

AIT depends on the 
scheme and whether 

or not you have nomi-
nated anyone else via 
any official documents. 
Some pension  benefits 
are not automatically 
placed in trust and could 
actually be  liable for 
 inheritance tax. 

Your cash 
questions

Credit Crunch 
Update
HOMeBUYeRS with 
 deposits of 25 per cent 
or more have a much 
wider choice of mort-
gages than those with 
smaller deposits. 

According to research 
by Moneyfacts.co.uk, 
only 84 home loans are 
currently available to 
people with just a five 
per cent deposit to put 
down, while those with 
a minimum 25 per cent 
deposit have a choice of 
831 different mortgage 
deals.

and they refuse to pay their 
share, the loan provider can 
chase you for the full amount.  
The same applies to mortgages.

Unromantic as it may seem, 
always ask your partner about 
their credit history too. The 
 Experian spokesman says: “When 
you share financial services, your 
credit reports will become linked, 
so it’s important to ascertain 
whether a previous or existing 

debt incurred by your 
other half affects your 

credit rating, and 
vice versa.”

Buying a home 
together

Buying a prop-
erty jointly is a 
huge commit -

ment. Make sure 
you consider all the 

implications and under-
stand exactly what you are 

taking on. Although it might not 
seem very romantic it could save 
a lot of heartache in the future 
if you both protect your interests 
at the outset.

David  Hol l ingworth ,  o f 
 mortgage brokers London & 

Country Mortgages, says: 
“You may want to 

 consider how own-
e r s h i p  o f  t h e 
 property will be 
split between 
you, especially 
if one is provid-
ing significantly 
m o r e  o f  t h e 

 deposit.  
“Property can be 

owned as joint  tenants 
or as tenants in common. 

With joint tenancy, the part 
owned by one partner would pass 
to the other in the event of death. 
With tenants in common, the 
ownership can be split in any 
percentage you like and your 

share can be passed to 
a family member, for 

example.
“It might even 

be worth consid-
ering a written 
a g r e e m e n t 
a b o u t  w h a t 
would  happen  

in the event that 
you do decide to go 

your separate ways 
in future.”

Write a Will
If you are living with a partner 
but aren’t married, make sure 
you both write wills. 

If you don’t and one of you 
dies, the remaining partner has 
no legal right to inherit anything 
from the other.

Write to Sunday Money, 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London e14 5AP or email: money@sundaymirror.co.uk

Give your 
heart.. not 
your cash

Love is.. a separate bank account
WITH thoughts of Valentine’s 
Day this week, you may view 
your relationship as all hearts 
and flowers.

But remember that one of the 
biggest sources of friction 
 between couples can be  money... 
so laying down a few financial 
guidelines can make life a whole 
lot simpler.

Here we take a look at why it 
is important for couples to  remain 
as financially independ-
ent of each other as 
possible.

We show how 
your  partner ’s 
credit rating can 
impact on your 
own abi l i ty  to 
 borrow, and offer 
tips to those couples 
who are considering 
buying their first home 
together...

Bank accounts
Rather than pooling your money 
in one account, keep individual 
accounts and each make a 
 contribution to a joint account 
to pay for rent, mortgage, utilities, 
council tax and other bills.

That way, if you do ever 
go your separate ways, 
it is much easier to 
s o r t  o u t  y o u r 
 finances. Also, if 
you’re each con-
tributing equally 
or an amount pro-
portionate to your 
income, there is less 
scope for arguments 
over who owes what.

If you have any joint 
goals, such as paying for a 
 wedding or buying a house 
 together, you may also want to 
set up a joint savings account.

For those living together, go 
through all your  direct debits to 
make  sure  you  aren ’t 
 doubling up and paying 
for the same thing. 

A spokesman for 
credit reference 
company Experian 
CreditExpert asks: 
“Have you both got 
direct debits for 
internet services 
and TV licences and 
s u b s c r i p t i o n s  t o 
 magazines and online 
movies? If so, agree on the 
ones you want to keep and  cancel 
the others.”

DeBts
Be very careful about taking out 
joint credit arrangements, such 
as personal loans, because if you 
ever fall out with your partner 

MORe 
than two-

thirds of Brits have 
raised over £3.5billion 

in the last 12 months by 
selling unwanted items, 
according to budgeting 

account provider 
thinkmoney. 

co.uk. 

neARLY 
a third of par-

ents are still feeling 
the financial strain of 

Christmas and will spend 
less on entertaining their 

children this February 
half-term than in 2012, 

acccording to 
 Tesco Bank.

 
FAMILIeS in 

the UK now owe 
an average £11,101, the 

equivalent of more than 
five times their monthly 

income, in unsecured 
borrowing, according 

to new data from 
Aviva.

 THE Money Map is directly authorised by 
the FSA, registration number 581738 
 Enquiries: Free phone: 0800 8488250   
Email: enquiries@themoneymap.co.uk   
Web: www.themoneymap.co.uk

Ashley   X
Thomas large 

heart 
casserole 
dish £22 

www.
debenhams.
com, 0844 

561 6161

Heart   X
shaped slate 
cheeseboard 
 £19.95 www.

styleabode.com, 
0118 324 5555

Rose frame   X £10� 
www.paperchase.co.uk, 

020 7467 6200

Love Talk   W
sparklers £4 

for two  
www.talking 
tables.co.uk 

020 7627 
6767

Red champagne   W
flutes £15 a pair  

www.marksandspencer.
com, 0845 302 1234 

Heart garland   S
 £9.95 www.

croglindesigns.co.uk

Heart-shaped waffle   S
maker £25.99 www.

gourmetgadgetry.co.uk

Love Talk napkins   S £4 
for 15  www.talkingtables.

co.uk 020 7627 6767

Ice   S
hearts tray 

 £1  www.
poundland.

co.uk

 

Conservatory/play room at Antonia’s home

These days it’s not 
enough to have a hobby, 
you have to have a blog 
about it too. More and 
more people are logging 
on to share crafting tips, 
interior design sugges-
tions and DIY advice. Four 
bloggers who open their 
homes and reveal their 
ideas on the internet tell 
Francesca cookney what 
they get out of life online...

‘Comments I get 
brighten my day’

The crafty bloggers

Antonia Ludden
tidyawaytoday.wordpress.com

Mum-of-three and 
p a r t - t i m e  a d m i n 
 w o r k e r  A n t o n i a 
 Ludden blogs about 
her own home with a 
 particular focus on how 
to decorate on a budget.

“I’d started reading a few 
American blogs to get some inspiration 
for re-decorating,” she says. 

“They inspired me because they were 
ordinary people making great transforma-
tions. I couldn’t find many equivalent 
British blogs, so I thought it would be fun 
to have a go myself.”

Antonia, 41, who lives in Sale, Cheshire, 
with husband Paul, 42, and sons Alex, 11, 
Gabriel, seven, and Beau, four, does most 
of her blogging after the children have 
gone to bed. 

She says it helps to keep her on track 
when it comes to finishing her own home 
improvements. “Blogging motivates me to 
see things through to the end, otherwise 
I tend to start lots of different things and 
not finish any of them.”

She reckons her readers like her down-
to-earth style and the fact that she keeps 
things cheap. “I get some really lovely 
comments from people... it always 
 brightens my day,” she says.

Give it A personAl touch
Lynne says: “I find that people respond 
to the personal stuff. It’s also really 
important to have original content. I 
like to share little home improvements 
and things I’ve done recently.”
Join the community
Helen says: “use link parties, a way to 
share blogs, to promote your own. Make 
sure you comment on other people’s 

Top10
Romantic ideas to add sparkle to a 
candlelit dinner for two

Valentine treats

Love   T
Talk table 

scatter £2.75 
www.

talkingtables.
co.uk 020 
7627 6767
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Carole Malone
Email carole.malone@sundaymirror.co.uk

counted for nothing. I can think of at 
least one religion in this country where 
if its beliefs were sneered at and publicly 
trashed the way the Christian faith was 
last week there’d be riots on the streets.

But Christians... hey, who cares what 
they think? Well, they do actually. And 
whether they’re right or wrong on this, 
they have a right to be heard and not 
demonised for their views. 

the worst bigots are the people who 
don’t get that.

and get rid of its toxic, stuffy image, 
win over the Liberal vote and retain 
power? yep, I very definitely do. 

however, what’s sickened me is 
that the last time I looked, Britain 
was still a free country, yet people 
who dared to oppose gay marriage 
were branded raging homophobes 
and some even received death threats. 
And Christians who opposed it on 
religious grounds were treated like 
out-of-touch bigots whose opinions 

Do I think it’s a good thing that  
gay people could soon be able to get 
married? yes, I do. 

Do I think gay people give a stuff 
either way? No, I don’t.

Do I think this is an issue occupying 
the minds of great swathes of the 
British people? Absolutely not.

Do I think David Cameron pushed 
this Not because he passionately 
believes in gay marriage but because 
he needs to modernise the tory party 

The real gay marriage bigots Knock-down 
Gaga gowns 

LADy Gaga’s former assistant 
Jennifer o’Neill, who is suing 
her for $250,000 of alleged 

unpaid overtime, says if the 
singer was offered a  
gown by a designer for 
$5,000 she’d get her to 
ring and say: “Gaga feels 
$3,000 would be more 
appropriate.”

Shall we all give that 
a go the next time  
we’re in Marks buying 
a frock? 

Strictly’S len 
Goodman reckons 

he’s good in bed: “i don’t 
snore. i don’t take the 
duvet. i just lay there  
and go straight off to 
sleep. that’s all you want 
out of a bloke.”

i can hear millions  
of women out there 
muttering: “Oh  
God, yes…”

SHE tEllS it liKE it iS

and the vulnerable they won’t just be 
sacked, they’ll be prosecuted as well. 
And instead of appointing a Chief 
Inspector of Hospitals (another “suit”) 
Cameron needs to give Julie Bailey a 
job. Julie started the Cure The NHS 
campaign in 2007 after her mother 
Bella died in horrific circumstances 
at Stafford. Had it not been for her 
courage and persistence much of what 
happened there might never have been 
uncovered.

Let her set up a national task 
force to go around hospital 
w a r d s ,  t a l k i n g  t o 
patients to see how 
THEY feel. Because, 
from now on, the NHS 
HAS to  be  about 
patient care.

We have to forget 
about targets and 
foundation trusts and 
remember that what 
matters is people. 
Because it’s ludicrous 
to  excuse what ’s 
happened at Stafford 
by blaming a lack of 
staff  and money. 
Money can’t  buy 
compassion and it 
sure as hell can’t 
make a nurse give a 
thirsty patient water. 

And if Chris Huhne 
can be jailed for lying 
about penalty points, 
s h o u l d n ’ t  t h o s e 
responsible for the 
1,200 deaths also be 
t h r o w n  i n  j a i l . . . 
preferably one as foul, 
as filthy and as germ-
infested as the wards 
ove r  w h i c h  t h ey 
presided at Stafford? 

And  one  where  the 
inmates are every bit as cruel 
and inhuman as they were to 

SO, up to 1 ,200 people  
died at Stafford Hospital  
and it ’s  no one’s  fault .  
No one’s responsibility.

Not the £270,000-a-year NHS boss, 
David Nicholson, who insists he has 
nothing to be ashamed of and that those 
horrific deaths were down to a “system 
failure” – a system HE’s in charge of. 

Not Stafford’s ex-chief executive 
Martin Yeates who scuttled off into 
retirement with a £400,000 payoff and 
a £1.2million pension pot before the dog 
dirt hit the fan.

Not the nurses, doctors and clinicians  – 
none of whom have been named,  
shamed or sacked – but whose appalling 
care condemned patients to die  
in agony. 

And it’s no use medics claiming they 
didn’t know what was going on. Not when 
the report into what happened at Stafford 
makes clear that the standards of nursing 
and medical care were shocking. 

Not when relatives of the dead say you 
just had to walk on to those wards to see 
exactly what was happening – patients 
begging for food and water, screaming 
in agony because nurses refused them 
painkillers, lying in soiled bedding for 
hours and being bullied and abused with 
one healthcare assistant allegedly 
shrieking at an elderly dementia patient: 
“You’re an animal. I hate you.”

You’d have to be blind, deaf, dumb 
AND stupid not to see all that.

But apparently no one did – not the 
nurses, not the doctors, not the sharp- 
suited hospital managers, who stood 
around coffee machines outside wards, 
chatting and laughing while yards away 
people were screaming for help. 

So the “I didn’t know” defence won’t 
wash here. Not when up to 1,200 people 
died needlessly at Stafford. Not when FIVE 
more hospitals are being investigated 

because of 3,000 “excess deaths”. 
Not when tortured relatives say 
they will be forever haunted by 

Let caring Julie 
be an NHS angel

Campaign... Julie Bailey and mum Bella

A weight on 
kids’ minds

MOSt famous 
people smile and 

put on a pretty face 
when they know there’s 
a photographer about.
Except cherie Blair, who 
always manages to put 
on an ugly one.

Will MP pass
cell-by date 
for his lover?
I’M wondering if Ladbrokes 
is taking bets as to how 
long Chris huhne’s mistress, 
Carina trimingham, will 
stick by him once he’s in 
chokey.

there was the burly Ms 
trimingham, expecting to 
spend the next few years 
striding the corridors of 
power alongside her lover, 
revelling in his position, 
while being feted and 

fawned over by the 
political elite. But now 

the Power Couple is 
no more. 

her “Mr Minister” 
lover has lost his 
c a r e e r ,  h i s 
reputation and he’s 
b e e n  p u b l i c l y 
branded a liar, not 
to mention a fool 
for  put t ing  h is 
whole career at risk 
for the sake of three 
penalty points on 
his licence.

So, all the lies, 
the subterfuge,  
a l l  the  secre t 
trysts it took to 
get him may well 
have been for 
nothing. 

Ms triming-
ham once said: 
“I just happened 

to fall in love 
with an MP.” 

W e l l ,  i n  a 
week’s time he 
could be a jail-

bird with no future 
and I’m wondering 
how she’ l l  feel 
about him then.

B u t  f o r  n o w 
she’ll spend her 
d a y s  v i s i t i n g 

huhne in whatever 
prison he finds himself 

slopping out.
or will she?

Lover... Ms Trimingham

Gifts won’t 
wash with

rape victims
After meeting victims 
of rape and sexual 
abuse, the Duchess of 
Cornwall decided the 
way to make them feel 
better was to give them 
all goodie bags 
containing shampoo, 
soap and toiletries. 

So she and staff at 
Clarence house are 
making up 750 bags and 
distributing them at 
various rape crisis 
centres throughout  
the country. 

Which is very  
well-intentioned, I’m 
sure. however, the 
“wash that man right 
out of my hair” theory 
doesn’t work with rape 
victims. Camilla would 
be better using her 
power and influence to 
campaign for more 
rapists to be jailed and 
making sure those who 
are get more than a 
piddling few months. 

A NeW “flab jab” could 
soon be available to 
help dangerously 
overweight children 
feel full and lose 
weight. It’s a nice idea, 
but the fact is fat kids 
don’t eat thousands of 
calories a day because 
they’re hungry. 

their problems are 
much more complicated 
than that... and, sadly, 
most of them involve 
their parents!

the faces of loved ones who died writhing 
in pain that could have been relieved... 
but weren’t. And not when we hear that 
doctors who DID try to stop the cruelty 
were suspended for whistle-blowing.

As for those cowardly executives who 
resigned rather than face the flak they 
knew was coming, they shouldn’t be 
allowed to escape public humiliation 
either, if only to ensure they will never 
again be in a position where they are 
responsible for people’s lives. 

And there’s no point David Cameron 
apologising for all this unless he gets 
rid of the “target” culture that allows 
the people running the NHS to put profits 
above patient care. 

KillEr
He needs to sack every executive who 

presided over those killer wards at 
Stafford as a warning to others across 
the country. He also needs to tell ALL 
hospitals to cull their armies of managers 
and insist that those who remain get 
their idle backsides on to wards every 
day to see what’s happening. 

And he needs to make clear that, in 
future, the law will come down on 
their negligence – and that of medical 
staff – like a ton of bricks.

Because if the only way to get humane 
care for patients is to prosecute those 
who fail to provide it, then that’s what 
must happen. We can no longer trust 
that all nurses and doctors have a 
vocation.

He needs to let the good nurses know 
that if they tend to a patient instead of 
filling in a form they will not be punished. 
And the bad ones must be told that the 
second they’re caught bullying the sick 

WHEN Simon le Bon (left) grew a moustache for charity last November, his wife yasmin (right) thought  
it so wonderful she asked him to keep it. Poor yasmin... great body, fabulous face, shame about the eyes! 

Moust get 
an eye test, 

Yasmin
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hoMeS with Zena Alli
Tricks        tradeof the

B

Want heat? Get pleats 
in a chilly conservatory
Our conservatory is too cold to use at this 
time of year. What’s the best way to warm 
it up? – Judith Willis, Norwich
ZENA SAYS: First, try to reduce heat 
loss by fitting honeycomb or pleated 
blinds to keep in heat. For example, 
the ones pictured are Mauve pleated 
and Crush Ice pleated from Hillarys 
(www.hillarys.co.uk, 0800 916 6516).

Another option – which will cost about 
half the price of a new conservatory – is 
to replace the roof with a more  thermally 
efficient one, such as those from Refresh 
Glass (refreshglassroofs.com).

I would also suggest an electric 
panel heater, which can be wall  mounted. 
The Dimplex Saletto panel heater has 
a low profile to fit into the limited wall 
space that many conservatories have. 
It costs £150 – see www.dimplex.co.uk 
or call 0844 879 3588 for stockists.

Get in touch.. write to Sunday Mirror homes, 1  Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf, London e14 5AP or email homes@sundaymirror.co.uk

LAST week Cheryl Parkin asked for help 
finding industrial-style drawer pulls. 
ZENA: The industrial style is in right now 
so it is easy to get the look. rockett St 
George (www.rockettstgeorge.co.uk) have 
metal cup-style pulls for £3.50 each.
DAviD Fry: The Suffolk Latch Company 
(www.suffolklatchcompany.co.uk) and The 
Door Knocker Company (www.thedoor 
knockercompany.co.uk) do cast iron and 
burnished drawer pulls from £3 each.
JENNA MATThEWS: i have used Etsy (www.
etsy.com) and Ebay (www.ebay.co.uk) for 
vintage and industrial-effect handles.
Can you help with this query? Last week 
you found fitted sheets for a 2ft 6in bed. 
Can you buy a duvet and covers for the 
same bed? – Mrs L Stanley, Coventry

You answer..

Lanterns are magic for halls
My hallway is painted in white and i am 
looking for a lampshade that will add 
colour and drama. Do you have any 
 suggestions? – Tricia Orr, Nottingham
ZENA SAYS: That is 
a challenge! In a 
hallway you need 
a decent amount of 
light but at night it 
is nice to have a 
softer feel, so I 
would suggest a 
dimmer switch. 
Then how about 
this glass shade? It 
will add interest 
even when switched off, and when 
turned on it will throw colourful shapes 
on the walls and ceiling. This Moroccan 
iron lantern costs £68 from Maroque 
(www.maroque.co.uk, 01449 723 133).

Cast colour on walls 
with this iron lamp

Go to mirror.co.uk/homes for more 
questions and answers from readers7

 

Lottie shares 
her home with 
her followers

Botanical 
coasters 

£12.50 for 8, 
striped 
straws 

£6.99 for 
box of 144, 

from  
Papermash

A £3 chair 
from a charity 

shop that Helen 
 decoupaged 

with old comic 
books for Theo’s 

sixth birthday

show them alongside your wonderful 
‘after’ shots!”
Don’t let it rule your life
Lottie says: “At the start, I was  spending 
such a long time writing each post. I 
had to remind myself it’s a hobby,  
not a matter of survival. A blog post 
can take five minutes or one hour. As 
long as there is a focus, it doesn’t 
 matter.”

small or poor quality pictures will put 
people off reading a blog. You don’t 
need a fancy camera, but always  
try to take your pictures in natural 
 daylight. Make sure you remember  
to take ‘before’ pictures, so you can 

blogs. Get on Pinterest too. Someone 
once pinned a post I’d done and my 
hits soared. I still get about 300 hits a 
day just for that.”
Get snap happy
Antonia says: “Photos are important... 

‘Give it a go.. it’s 
so simple to do’

‘I want people to feel 
they are talking to me’

The crafty bloggers
Lottie Schmidt

lottiesinteriors.blogspot.co.uk

Lottie Schmidt found that 
blogging added a new 
dimension to her passion 
for interior design.  

The part-time school 
receptionist, from Derby, 

says: “A friend told me how 
much enjoyment she gets from 

writing about a subject she loves and, 
knowing how i feel about interiors, she 
urged me to start my own blog. 

“it’s really easy to do, you don’t need 
any hi-tech equipment or a superior 
knowledge of computers. i would  encourage 
people to give it a go.”

Mum to Emilia, eight, and Sebastian, 
three, Lottie, 42, focuses on her own home 
and makes regular recommendations of 
shops she’s visited or websites she’s come 
across. “i tend not to focus too much on 
current trends,” she says. “i write for pleas-
ure, not as an interior designer, and i don’t 
want it to come across as too serious. 

“i want it to be accessible. i also try to 
give my blogs a personal element.”

She tells how her readers say they like 
her humour, although her husband Geoff, 
45, feels that he is too often the source!

Lottie says she only blogs when she has 
something to write about. “That way i find 
i can fit posting in really easily around 
work and family life. 

“i find it a really relaxing thing to do. 
Sometimes people may approach me with 
a specific question and i will try to answer, 
but i also find that blogging helps me to 
answer my own questions.”

Helen Graham
andwhosaysyoucant.blogspot.co.uk

As a logistics manager 
for a fashion brand 
and mother of a 

young boy, helen 
Graham 

has 
to fit 
blog-

ging 
around work 
and family commitments.

helen, 32, who lives in  Belfast 
with husband Steve, 32, and 
son Theo, six, has always been 
a keen Diy-er and regularly went 
online to look for inspiration. 

She was amazed by how many 
ideas she found and was inspired 

to start her own blog. She posts pictures 
of projects alongside anecdotes about her 
home life. “i try to make it personal,” she 
explains. “i want people to feel like they’re 
having a conversation with me. 

“A lot of the stuff i make is for Theo so 
it made sense to include him in it.”

Lynne Robinson
teaforjoy.blogspot.co.uk

Accountant Lynne robinson  started 
blogging about craft and design as 
a hobby six years ago. She says the 
chief attraction was the  connections 
she made online.

“Working in  finance 
i don’t tend to meet 
many people who 
are interested in 
craft and design 
but i do through 
blogging , ”  says 
Lynne, 36, from Bal-
ham, South London. 

She hit on the idea of using 
these new connections to go into business, 
and three years ago she set up online 
store Papermash (www.papermash.co.
uk), selling designs she found online.

“Nearly everything i stock is something 
i found on blogs,” she says. 

“i use my blog to promote my business, 
but it’s also about the community you 
gain... that’s what i really love about it.” 

‘I love the sense 
of community’

Top tips for bloggers ApartmentTherapy.com Their motto: “Sav-
ing the world one room at a time.” 
BrightBazaarBlog.com Tips on colour and 
combining different hues.
IkeaHackers.net Unusual DIY projects 
using solely Ikea products.
DesignSponge.com Regular updates on 
new products and trends.

More blogs on interiors
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