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REPAIR STONE 
FOR GOOD

I USED this to mend a 
garden ornament that lost 

its nose when it was 
knocked over and I 

was  surpr ised 
how effective 

it was.

Best buy

WELCOME  2 to the great 
decking debate... this is a 
very frequently asked 
question. First, cut back 
overhanging shrubs or 
trees. Shade encourages 
moss,  lichen and algae.

I like to let wood  weather 
naturally to an attractive 
silver-grey. A stiff brush 
and hot soapy water will 
keep it in good conditon. 
If you do go for stain or 
oil, keep offcuts to try out 
the options. Remember 
that areas with high foot-
fall will wear out faster.

S I M P L Y   2
s c r u b  w i t h 
sugar soap and 
warm water using an old 
rag... it usually does the 
job.

If the stain is very bad 
you might have to go over 
it twice, but it’s a dead 
easy job and you can apply 
paint straight away once 
the area has dried.

Top tip
CAT litter is a great 

absorbent material for 
catching oil stains on  paving. 
Once the oil is absorbed use 
emulsifying degreaser to 
shift persistent stains. 
Sometimes detergent 

and hot water will 
do just fine.

  
S O M E   9 o f  o u r 

 double-glazing has 
condensation between 
the panes. We can’t 
afford new windows... 
is it cheaper to have 
them taken out and 
resealed? – Mr. F. 
Smith, by email

SPECIALISTS 2  
can either replace 
the glass unit or 
remove the conden-
sation and re-seal. 
Get quotes for both 
and weigh it up.

Paneless ways 
to beat damp

DECKING  9 is the best 
 option in my sloping garden 
but, having stained it last 
year, it looks terrible and I’m 
going to replace it.

Would you put anything 
on it, such as oil? It’s 70m2 
and I’m thinking of the future 
costs. But if left bare it will 
turn a dirty grey and feel like 
a builder’s yard. I’ve also 
been warned that pressure-
washing makes wood “hairy”.  
– Catherine, by email

I need to clear the decks and start again

A good soaking 
cleans up smoking

I  9 NEED to remove more 
than 10 years’ of heavy 
 nicotine staining from  painted 
walls, doors and frames. I 
know painting over is not an 
option but I’m not sure what 
chemicals to use.

The web offers lots of 
ideas involving dodgy chem-
icals. Do you know a safe 
product that’s up to the job?  
– Niall Bannon, by email

Stick with it and cover up your old tiles 
I KNOW 9  you can put thin tiles over existing ones, but 

I don’t know where to buy them. Do they have to be the 
same size, and do I need special paste? – Tom, by email

YOU  2 can cover up old tiles with any ceramic tiles 
you like if the existing ones are solid. But you must 
use the right adhesive. Tell the assistant at any good 
tile shop what you’re doing and they’ll give you the 
 correct adhesive by BAL... there are several types. 

My big sandy stain  
goes against grain

I HAD 9  some work done 
in my back garden recently 
during a very wet week. 
Some building sand was 
spread over the block paving 
at the front of the house and 
it has left a stain. Do you 
have any idea how I can 
remove it please? I have 
 already tried soap and water 
plus bleach with no success.  
– Tony Smith, by email

BUILDERS  2 sand should 
not leave a permanent 
stain on paving.  I t ’s 
 probably caused by  soluble 
salts in the sand seeping 
into the block paving, and 
will eventually weather 
away over time.

However, it can look 
unsightly in the meantime. 
So if you can’t stand 
seeing it, I suggest that 
you simply lift up the 
blocks then turn them 
right over so the stain is 
facing down.

1. Look for...
Fabric, tiles and wallpaper in 
bold zig-zags and tie-dye 
prints, delicate damasks and 
geometric patterns.

2. Add...
More pattern! Don’t be afraid  
to mix up your prints – the 
trick is to match the colours, 
not the patterns. Blues and 
oranges look fantastic if you’re 
feeling bold. Creams and 
browns work well with natural 
wood for a more muted feel. 
Mix pink and purple with 
metallics for some Eastern-
inspired sparkle.

3. Accessorise 
with...
Carved wood, rattan and 
glazed ceramics bring instant 
texture to your scheme. 
 Coloured glass and flashes of 
gold, silver and bronze help 
create an exotic feel.

Already a hit on the 
catwalks, the tribal 
trend is now coming 
into your home. Take 
your cue from the vivid 
prints of Africa and 
Central America, or try 
the intricate designs of 
the Middle East and 
Asia. Add natural mate-
rials and mix textures 
and finishes for some 
truly global appeal...

Expert guid
TRIB

MOROCCAN tiles add instant global appeal to a plain kitchen. 
Don’t want to go all out? Use plain tiles then add a splashback in a 
decorative design. Tangier taupe decorative tiles (13x 13cm) £4.99 
per tile, Tangier grey tiles (13x13cm) £1.49 per tile, from the Rosie 
Simmons collection (www.toppstiles.co.uk, 0800 023 4703).

WOODEN furniture doesn’t have to look heavy. Keep things light 
and bright with white-painted wood for a shabby-chic twist on the 
global trend. Monsoon chest of drawers, hand-carved in India, £495 
(www.thesleeproom.com, 0845 459 9937).

Barkestad room   

divider £30 (www.ikea.
co.uk, 0845 355 1141)

Aztec cushion   £35 

 (www.johnlewis.com, 
0845 604 9049)

 Tribal table   

lamp £35 (www.
tesco.com, 0800 

505555)

BLUE makes a striking backdrop. Cushions and 
throws inject tribal style while slick white 
furniture keeps it modern. Left wall in Calico vinyl 
matt paint £16.99 for 2.5l, right wall in Royal 
Sapphire vinyl matt £16.99 for 2.5l, solid bamboo 
flooring £28.88 per sq m (www.wickes.co.uk, 0845 274 
1000). For fabrics try www.africanqueenfabrics.com
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‘The 
designers 

say...

GET inspired by natural materials and  
textures. Rich wooden tones and handwoven 
grass boxes make great accessories which  
sit  beautifully alongside both bold and tonal 
colour palettes.

Pia Munden, design director at mydeco.com

for an exotic scheme. Try to 
complement the colours and 
the theme but don’t strive too 
hard to get the perfect match 
or it could look contrived.

WHEN using a bold pattern, 
emphasise and offset it with 
simpler designs. 

Plain walls or textured wall-
paper act as a good backdrop 

Claire Vallis, design director at Harlequin 

de to..
BAL STYLE 

GET a sleek, uncluttered look by combining funky 
prints with modern furnishings and minimal decor. 
This zig-zag bedlinen was inspired by Central 
American traditional embroidery. Altuza bedlinen 
from £15 (www.bedeckhome.com, 0845 603 0861).

MIX up your prints. 
Medallion wallpaper 
£15 a roll, Manhatten 
footstool in Simpson 
fabric £250 (www.next.
co.uk, 0844 844 8000).

PUT wood with gold and 
bronze accessories for a 
warm scheme. Relax sign 
£8, ribbed wooden vases 
from £12, (www.sainsburys.
co.uk, 0800 636262).

IKEA’S limited-edition Blue Collection is inspired 
by indigo batiks with Indian hammered brass 
accessories and lively fabrics. Bladspinnare floor 

cushion £35, Blastjarna bolster cushion £20, 
Blasklover cushion £12 (www.ikea.co.uk, 0845 355 1141).

By FRANCESCA COOKNEY

GET THE LOOK
Bronze   

Sorrento mirror 

 £99 (www.very.
co.uk, 0844  

822 2321)

TU  photo frame   

 £8 (www.sainsburys.
co.uk, 0800 636262)

 Ikat rug from   from £39 

 (www.isme.com, 0844 811 8112)

Glass vase   

 £12 (www.next.
co.uk, 0844  
844 8000)

TU elephants   

 from £3.50  
(www.sainsburys.co.uk, 

0800 636262)

Woven   

bottle £30 

 (www.next.co.uk, 
0844 844 8000)

Geisha   

tealight holders 

 £19.50 (www.
marksandspencer.

com, 0845 302 
1234)


