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ZENA ALLI Homes Editor

Top tip
WATER bills in England and 

Wales will go up by an average of 
5.7 per cent starting from April, so 
now’s the time to learn how to use 
less. For more than 100 ways to 

save water and monitor your 
usage, see www.water-

guide.org.uk

SAVVY savers
Home guru Alison Cork gets you more ..for lessMAKE dosh and de-clutter by 

selling CDs, DVDs and games at 
www.musicmagpie.co.uk. Enter a bar 
code to get an instant price. They pay 

the postage and you can be paid in 
M&S e-Vouchers, cash, or a 

donation to charity.

HELP kids make their own 
Valentines with the Mini Stamp set, 
only £4.50 from John Lewis. You’ll 
never have to buy another greeting card, and the 
homemade versions will be a more personal option for 
celebrations all year round. www.johnlewis.com

OF 
THE

BLUE and aqua shades have a shimmering quality 
so work particularly well with metallic finishes.

If you want something really vibrant, combine it  
with vivid shades such as yellow.

Blues are perfect for a fresh-looking bathroom 
but can be used anywhere. Softer shades are great 
for reflecting light, making rooms look spacious. 
Deeper shades have more impact and can be used 
in defined areas as a focal point.

If you prefer a more neutral scheme, bring in 
bright aqua as painted furniture or some really bold 
accessories, such as oversize bowls and vases. 

HOW TO USE IT...
By JUDY SMITH colour consultant, Crown Paint
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BLUE comes over 
all sultry this 
year with petrol 
and steel hues 
creeping in. Rich 
peacock and teal 
will also create a 
luxurious feel...

COOL BLUE

Blue shelves look fun   
and stylish against a white 
wall. Bespoke shelving 
from Inhouse Interiors 

(www.inhouseinteriors.com), 
Next do similar styles from  

£20 (www.next.co.uk,  
0844 844 8000)

Petrol blue looks cool with black and white.   Try  
  Crown’s Period Colours in Dancehall, £22.99 for 2.5L (01254  

704951) Highgrove bed £349 (www.featherandblack.com, 01243 380 600)

   Romance loveseat in  
Orsett velvet aqua £799 (www.

marksandspencer.com, 0845 302 1234)

Recycled blue   
glass vases from 

£6.50 (www.berryred.
co.uk, 0845 450 

3937)

F&F   
Home gloss 
frames £7 

each  (www.
tesco.com, 

0800 505555) 
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..Make your own cards

..On reflection, 
you’ll warm up

 STOP the heat from 
the back of your 
radiator going straight 

into the wall with Radflek. This easily-installed 
reflector redirects 95 per cent of that heat into 

your room. Packs from £12.95 and there’s 15 
per cent off until February 26,  
wwww.radflek.com, 020 7828 8085,

Website 
of the week

 Lifestyle Jacquard Bright Stripe & Check 
from Seymours of Darlington from £3.99 
each (www.seymoursofdarlington.co.uk 
or 01325 355272).

  Absorbed in a hunt 
for towels that will dry

WHERE  9 can I buy very absorb-
ent towels? Mine don’t dry very 
well and I seem to be stood for 
ages after a bath or shower, as they 
slip and slide all over without 
getting me dry. – Linda Crawford, 
Cumbria 

ZENA SAYS:  2 I suspect your 
towels are fine and it’s the 
washing process to blame. 
Fabric conditioner leaves a 
coating and a build-up of lime-
scale which affects a towel’s 
ability to absorb water.

There are arguments against 
using any fabric conditioner  at 
all, but I’d definitely avoid it 
on towels, or at least not on 
every wash. Try it and see.

If you’re not convinced and 
want to buy new towels, always 
look for 100 per cent cotton 
with a loop finish rather than 
velour. Don’t use conditioner, 
especially on the first few 
washes, and don’t iron your 
towels. Tumble drying helps to 
avoid a build up of limescale.

heating. It comes in large two-metre-wide sheets 
in 16 colours.... everything  from pastel to bright 
and zingy. The price is £26 per square metre. 
See www.colourflooring.co.uk, 020 7254 3526.

WHERE  9 can I buy plain 
vinyl flooring? I’m not in-
terested in patterns and 
especially don’t want a 
marble-effect or granite-
style fleck. – Michael 
Johnson, Nottingham

ZENA SAYS:  2 Plain 
vinyl is not something 
that’s easy to come by on 
the high street but there’s  
a new web-based com-
pany that has just want 
you’re after.

They ONLY sell col-
oured, plain vinyl that’s 
hard-wearing, highly 
scratch-resistant, easy to 
maintain, recyclable, 
waterproof and suitable 
for use with under floor 

I want a plain 
floor and that’s 
my vinyl word

Vinyl flooring in Apple 
from Colour Flooring

A new Hoover? Our 
reader’s cleaned up!

I’M  9 a very mature lady of 82 
and for as long as I can 
 remember, I’ve had a Hoover 
Constellation vacuum  cleaner. 
Sadly, I have been unable to 
find a new one. Can you 
track one down for me?– Mrs 
Mary Moon, Southsea, 
Portsmouth

ZENA SAYS:   2 Production 
of the  Constellation ceased 
many years ago, Mary. But 
when I told Hoover of your 
plight, they offered to send 
you one of their latest 
models, the Freejet 3 in 1, 
with their compliments.

The Freejet (www.hoover.
co.uk), priced at £129.99, is 
compact and lightweight, 
so I think it would be ideal 
for you. It’s cordless, has a 
 detachable hand vac and is 

also bagless.  
I have one myself, so 

I can vouch for its 
 usefulness. 

Hoover’s 
Freejet 3 in 1 

vacuum 
cleaner
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GREEN is being used as a statement colour. It 
teams fantastically with purple tones to create 
a modern, eclectic look. 

It also works beautifully with any neutrals to 
create a comfortable, natural feel. Use with a 
strong pink to create a riot of summer colour.

Green is associated with nature and the idea 
of new growth. It is a positive colour associated 
with new thinking and fresh ideas, making it 
ideal for work spaces or home offices. 

It also has a calming effect so it’s a perfect 
colour for a lounge or dining room.

HOW TO USE IT...
By JASON McILVENNY 
paints brand manager, Graham & Brown

HOW TO USE IT...
By REBECCA THOMPSON colour and design manager, Dulux

RED is a lively colour, so pair it with neutrals which have a warm 
undertone such as caramel and sand. It will heat up your walls 
and make a living room or bedroom feel cosy.

If you have a soft, natural light in your hallway, try blush 
shades on the wall next to your stairs to make an inviting feature 
that’s instantly warming and makes you feel glad that you are 
back at home.

Red is also a playful colour with great character so apply it on 
a  statement wall or as a tiny accent to highlight hidden alcoves, 
the inside of cupboards or to give plain wooden chairs a new 
lease of life.

UES FLASH
est colours for 2012.. and the hottest ways to use them

FIERY RED
FROM burnt orange 
to toned down 
salmon shades, red 
is THE hot colour of 
the year... as well 
as being far more 
versatile than you 
might expect

FRESHEN up with 
citrus greens in 
cool lime and bold 

chartreuse. Or 
you can create a 
calm, soothing vibe 
with warm olive 
and sage.

SPRING GREEN

Bright red   

will heat up walls. 

Dulux Firecracker 4 from 

£13.29 for 1 litre (www.dulux.

co.uk, 08444 817817)

Inferno bed in chilli £700 
(www.sofa.com, 0845 400 2222)

Blush tones on walls can make a room    

warm and inviting. Dulux Burnt  

Autumn 4 from £13.29 for 1 litre  

(www.dulux.co.uk, 08444 817817)

Cafetiere 
15 (www.
marks and 
pencer.com, 
845 302 1234)

Tribal chic   
cushion £14 
(www.next.
co.uk, 0844  
844 8000)

Hemnes three   

drawer chest £89 
(www.ikea.co.uk, 
0845 355 1141)

Chartreuse is the green to be seen with. For a modern look, mix   
it with dark wood and plum accessories. Home of Colour matt 
emulsion £14.49 for 2.5L (www.homebase.co.uk, 0845 077 8888)

Use sage for your workspace.   Try Homebase for similar 
shades £5.93 for 2.5L (www.homebase.co.uk, 0845 077 8888). Four 
writeboard noticeboards £24.99 (www.tch.net, 0845 1308229)

Spiral 3D tube table    
lamp £19.99 (www.dunelm-mill.

com, 08451 656565)

Tu   
green 
lacquered salad  
servers £5 (www.
sainsburys.co.uk,  
0800 636262)

Coupe two   
tone dinnerware 
collection from 

£1.50 (www.tesco.
com, 0800 505555)

By FRANCESCA COOKNEY


