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hoMeS

top10
Geometric prints

Get your home in shape with 
 accessories from a new angle...

Money with Melanie Wright

QI read in last week’s 
column about the eU 

directive and its effects on 
reducing men’s pensions 
– how long do I have to 
take my annuity before 
the new rules apply?

AThis ruling comes 
into effect on Dec

ember 21 – you will have 
to have completed the 
transaction by this date. 
if you want to take 
 benefits under the 
 existing regime you re
ally need to act soon as 
it can take a little time 
to arrange. Email your 
details to enquiries@
themoneymap.co.uk for 
a free quotation form.

QaSSUMIng the eco-
nomy is starting to 

recover, what type of 
 investment will perform 
best in this situation?

AThErE is a long way 
to go until we see 

strong recovery and 
there are many things 
still to be sorted, espe
cially in the Eurozone. 
however, in a market in 
recovery you would nor
mally expect the stock 
market to be the place 
that leads growth.

Qa few years ago I was 
advised to take out 

“whole of life” cover to 
provide a lump sum for 
my family to cover any 
inheritance tax on my 
death. a new adviser has 
now informed me that 
this should have been 
placed in trust, and has 
advised me to do so. Is 
there a need for this?

AFrom the informa
tion you provided, i 

would agree with your 
new adviser. if the life 
cover was taken to cover 
potential inheritance tax 
(ihT) liabilities and not 
placed in trust, the pro
ceeds would form part 
of your estate and be 
 liable for ihT, therefore 
increasing the potential 
bill. By placing the policy 
in trust the proceeds 
pass directly to your 
beneficiaries.

Your cash 
questions

Credit Crunch 
Update
HARD times are here to 
stay for the rest of the 
decade, a leading think-
tank claims.

Low wages will con-
tinue to squeeze poor 
and middle- income 
households, the Resolu-
tion Foundation says, 
leaving many of us worse 
off in 2020 than we were 
in 2000.

And even though we 
are out of recession, many 
feel worse about the 
economy than last month, 
say researchers GfK.

search in your area. For example, 
this Wednesday you can catch a 
range of stand-up comedians at 
The Old School Yard in  Southwark, 
South London.

SECOND-HAND GIVEAWAYS
YOU can pick up second-hand 
items at www.ilovefreegle.org, a 
network of local groups where 
people can offer items they want 
to get rid of but don’t want to 
throw away. It’s free to sign up 
– and you post a message offering 
something you want to give away, 
or a “wanted” message for some-
thing you need.

DAYS OUT
THE internet is a great source of 
information for finding out free 
things to do at weekends and 
during the holidays. The www.
dofreestuff.com site lists places 
where entry is free, including 
heritage sites, museums, galler-

ies and kid-friendly 
sights, by county. 

Also worth a look 
is www.familyday-
o u t u k . c o . u k , 
which has a 50 
Free Days Out 
report.

FREE GAMES
AVOID paying out 

huge amounts on 
 computer games by 

 downloading some for free 
at www.freepcgamers.com. There 
are hundreds to choose from, 
including action, strategy, sport 
and multi-player online games. 
The site also carries reviews, so 
you can check out the games 
before downloading them.

HAIRCUTS
HAIRCUTS can cost the earth, 
but you can get your hair done 
for free by a trainee hairdresser. 
Sign up as a model at www. 
sassoon.com/academy/models/
uk/uk.php and you can get a free 

cut at a Sassoon training 
salon. You’ll need 

three hours for 
your cut, which 
will be fully su-
pervised by the 
training team. 

MONEY       
IT sounds too 

good to be true, 
but you can earn 

money every time you 
shop at www.topcash-

back.co.uk. There’s no annual 
fee, so you get all the cashback 
you are offered.  Current offers 
include cashback of up to £38.38 
when you switch your phone and 
broadband to Plusnet and 5.05% 
cashback on online purchases  
at House of Fraser, Money is  
paid into your bank or through 
vouchers.

write to Sunday Money, 1 Canada Square, Canary wharf, London e14 5aP or email: money@sundaymirror.co.uk

Sum-thing 
for nothing
Add up your savings by finding 
FREE giveaways on the internet

E VE rYo N E loves  a 
 bargain – but it’s even 
better to bag a freebie.

And thanks to the internet, it’s 
never been easier to track down 
free offers and deals.

There are plenty of websites 
offering giveaways ranging from 
free samples and haircuts to free 
nights out and unwanted second-
hand goods. Here’s  our guide to 
some of the best...

SAMPLES
MAnY companies give away 
samples of their products as part 
of a promotion or advertising 
campaign.

The www.latestfreestuff.co.uk 
site directs you to many of the 
latest offers. All you have to do 
is fill in your name and address. 
When we checked, freebies on 
offer included Maybelline gel 
foundat ion samples , 
 Kellogg’s Special K 
samples and free 
 Velvet balm soft 
tissue pack.

A similar site is 
www.bzzagent.
co.uk, which al-
lows users to try 
out products and 
services for free.   
Yo u  s i g n  u p  a s  a  
“BzzAgent” and are sent 
free products to try.

You then share your opinions 
with Facebook friends, Twitter 
followers and blog readers. The 
more active you are as an agents, 
the more products and services 
you will be sent to test.

And www.freestuffjunction.
co.uk is a regularly updated site 
full of free offers and product 
samples. For example, as part of 
British Pub Week, you can get a 
pint of Carling on the house at 
your nearest Greene King  
pub by filling in a simple 
form. But you’ll need to 
hurry as this deal ends 
today.

SHOWS
YOU can watch 
BBC TV and radio 
shows being re-
corded for free by 
registering at www.
bbc.co.uk/showsand 
tours/tickets/.

Currently on offer are 
tickets for comedy show Watson 
and Oliver being filmed on no-
vember 9 and 16, and the Matt 
Lucas Awards on various dates 
in  november and December. You 
can apply for up to four tickets.

There are plenty of other 
shows and concerts across 
 Britain. If you go to www.allgigs.
co.uk/search/gigs/free/ you can 

AROUND 
100,000 over-

65s are paying off 
mortgages to the tune 

of £1.36bn a year, despite 
the risks of keeping up 
payments at retirement 

age, equity release 
firm More 3 Life 

found.

MORE 
than five mil-

lion households 
have suffered proper-

ty damage as a result of 
the Halloween and 

 Bonfire Night “mischief 
week”, Santander 
home insurance 

found. 
The one I thought was com-
pletely bonkers
...Hexagonal HouSe, CaMbS
This house looked like a cross between 
a galleon and a Tudor spaceship. The 
drawings came through, and on paper it 
looked very odd, but then I read what 
they wanted to do and listened to him 
and watched him on the recce tape. He 
was very passionate and he had great 
hair, so I thought: “This guy is nuts but 
okay, let’s do it.” It wasn’t the most beau-
tiful object but inside it was built around 
a central wooden staircase, which was 
carved out of a tree trunk. The guy who 
made it, Kelly neville, is a woodworker 
and he built it single-handedly. Every 
item in the building was handmade, 
hand-finished and beautiful. 
The one that looked like it was 
heading for disaster
...DoMe HouSe, lake DiStriCt
The biggest turnaround was the shingle-
clad eco pod in the Lake District  belonging 
to Robert Gaukroger. At the end of the 
film, disaster was looming. They were 
going to lose their house, as they’d run 
out of money and they hadn’t even fin-
ished it. It was not until the revisit that 
we discovered a viewer who had seen 
the programme had lent Robert thousands 
of pounds so he could finish it, so that 
was great. He’s now running it as a B&B 
and paying her back – it’s all good.
The most heart-warming story
...Suburban faMily HoMe, eSSex
Without a doubt this would be the story 
of Lucie Fairweather. Her husband nat 
was an environmental engineer and he 
wanted to build a proper eco house. They 
got their great friend Jerry Tate, a very 

Bonkers.. the
hexagonal house

potential disaster...
the dome house

touching
story... Lucie 
(inset) and 
her project

Favourite... the 
woodland house

 Geometric 
cushion £25 

www.johnlewis.
com, 08456 

049 049

 Ferm 
Living 
Spear 
vase 

£39.95 
www.

cloudberry 
living.co.uk, 

07780 
693 034

 Amanda bowl 
£12.95  www.hunky 
doryhome.co.uk, 

0191 645 4004

 Jukanoo 
blue mug 
£8 www.
msmugs.
com, 01389 
755 655

 Albertus 
print 

thermos 
flask £20 

www. 
berryred.

co.uk, 0845 
450 3937

 Scribe small 
notebook £4 
www. 
habitat.
co.uk, 
0844 
499 
1111

12-piece geo 
 porcelain dinner 

set £29 www. 
littlewoods.com, 
0844 822 8000

 Honeycomb 
votive £5  
www.john 
lewis.com, 

08456 049 049

Wave cushion 
£8.47 (www.
tesco.com, 

0800 505555)

By FRANCESCA 
COOKNEY

 tHE Money Map is directly authorised by 
the FSA, registration number 581738 
 Enquiries: Free phone: 0800 8488250   
Email: enquiries@themoneymap.co.uk   
Web: www.themoney map.co.uk

 pip table 
lamp £25 

www.habitat. 
co.uk, 0844 

499 1111
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BRITAIN’S TOP TV CRITIC 

THE ONLY WAY IS brITAIN
Once again The Daily Mirror’s Pride Of 
Britain Awards took us on an  emotional 
roller coaster ride as a glittering galaxy 
of stars gathered to honour the nation’s 
unsung heroes. 

Where else but this triumphant 
event would you find Professor Sir 
Stephen Hawking and the cast of The 
Only Way Is essex united in a com-
mon cause?

But there they were... the world’s 
cleverest man and ITV2’s orange 

people paying tribute to “ordinary” people 
for  their  remarkable braver y and 

 inspirational selflessness.
Sporting huge hair, host carol Vorder-

man played it to perfection as the likes 
of David cameron, Dawn French and 
the Prince of Wales lined up to present 

the prestigious trophies.
My favourite moment... budding 

Picasso and young fundraiser 
of the year Jack Henderson cap-
tivating the audience with his 

BeSt of the week... 
CBBC’s wonderful Wiz-
ards v. Aliens – out of 
this world. Worst of the 
week.. .  50 Years Of 
Bond Cars  –  a  rare 
chance to catch Richard 
Hammond jet setting at 
the BBC’s expense.  
Double O boring. Sur-
prise Surprise – not 
very heart warming 
stories and too much 
product placement.

WHAT DO YOU THINK ?

shouldn’t be disagreeing 
about things we agree on.” 
Jessica: “I agree.”  Agreed. 
Dazzling dialogue!

t h e n  f a t  A r g 
shaved his hair off 

because the pro-
ducers told him 
to. And the en-
tire cast ran 
lemming-like 
into a lake for 
the same stupid 

reason.
M e a n w h i l e , 

 after a grubby month 
of  living sordidly, the 

simple Welsh souls who 

made such a sad spectacle 
of themselves said a tearful 
farewell to their  beloved 
city of dreams, Cardiff.

So it’s back to the sticks 
for this gullible gang of 
easily exploited fools. And 
back to the rural obscurity 
for  which they were 
 designed.

Following this revolting 
porn atrocity, roll on the 
stylish sophistication of 
Geordie Shore. Which 
 returns on tuesday.

Planet Structured Real-
ity... where the torture 
never stops.

STRICTlY Come Danc-
ing… and Cra ig  Revel 
 Horwood compliments 
 ravishing  Richard Arnold: 
“It’s all great from the neck 
up.” High praise indeed…
 CORONATION Street… 
and Deirdre welcomes Ken 
home after his night with 
Wendy Crozier: “Why don’t 
you go and have a bath. I’m 
sure you need one.” Bam!

MY FAVE  lINES

of  the  Austra l ian 
 version. Great.

Amid this tsunami of 
overkill it was hardly 
surprising that no one 
tuned in to watch 
super star Alex Reid’s 
Fright Night celebrity 
unspectacular.

After his former 
 partner  Chantel le 
Houghton furiously 
accused him of turning 
their home into a sex 
dungeon, “the Reidina-
tor” must surely regret 
being  f i lmed in  a 
 torture chamber.

But luckily for air-
head Alex one of his 
nonentity co-stars was 
topless horror Nicola 
McClean... so he wasn’t 
the worst contestant.

“I think he’s fame-
h u n g r y, ”  s a i d  M s 
 McClean. Pot, kettle, 
black etc...

CHANNel 4, Wednes-
day... 12.05pm: Come 
Dine With Me. 5.30pm 
Come Dine With Me. 
8pm: Come Dine With 
Me Halloween Special.

there is nothing like 
variety to make those 
tV schedules sparkle. 
And bombarding us 
with CDWMs every 10 
minutes is nothing like 
variety.

After the 11 episodes 
they screened from 
Monday to Friday we 
were served a rare 
treat yesterday... five 
consecutive helpings 

reid the 
recipe 
for night 
of fright

Fame-hungry... Alex

Put back in their places
SeRIeS end for two of the 
most impressive pro-
grammes around... ItV2’s 
awesomely awful The Only 
Way Is Essex and MtV’s 
peerlessly pathetic 
The Valleys.

What will we 
do without them?

You’d need a 
heart of stone 
not to be pro-
foundly moved as 
tOWIe tool Ricky 
Ridiculous and cry-
baby Jessica Wrong 
discussed their rocky 
relationship. Ricky: “We 

ASdA 
PrIzE 

OVeR at the X Factor, 
the substandard singing 
continues to suck. But 
now they can’t speak 
english either.

tulisa to Asda sensa-
tion Jahmene: “every 
week you stand up there 
and I can’t find one neg-
ative critique.” What?

Caterwauling Jah-
mene: “I’m my biggest 
critique.” Wrong again.

Meanwhile, Dermot 
O’Plugger rev ealed that 
Olympian tom Daley is 
a “huge Rylan fan”.

excel lent .  Maybe 
hope less Rylan can be a 
guest on tom’s upcoming 
C-list diving show Splash. 
Which promises to be 
ItV’s biggest hit since 
Celebrity Wrestling.

Critique... Tulisa

SAME MUM?

Downton Abbey’s nice-but-dim Lord Grantham... and 
the world’s worst waxwork model of Adolf Hitler

THIRTY Years Of The 
Comic Strip… Peter 
 Richardson’s absorbing 
documentary about the 
legendary Channel 4 
brand that churned out 
a veritable production 
line of major comedy 
stars. French and Saun-
ders, Ric Mayall, Ade 
edmondson… the list 
goes on. But Channel 4 
rejected this fitting 
 tribute. So it went to UK 
Gold. Go figure...

of  being a bad salesman. Al 
hates that.

Anyway, at a point when the 
Beeb’s attitude to the welfare of 
teenagers is under the spotlight, 
dumping Young Apprentice is 
 probably for the best.

Like the adult version, it’s a circus 
of cruelty in which the participants 
are ritually humiliated for laughs.

When they’re in their 20s and 
30s... who cares?  But when they’re 
sweet 16 and 17 it’s uncomfortable 
to see the poor little things squirm-
ing. Doesn’t seem fair.

“congratulations,” snarled Sugar 
as he poked fun at wannabe  fashion 
designer Patrick’s appalling  kimono 
swimsuit dress. “You have made 
something that even Lady Gaga 
wouldn’t wear. What is it for? A 
cocktail party on the Titanic?”

Leave him alone!
Finally, two questions... is it worth 

eight weeks of agony for the 
 anachronistically feeble first prize 
of £25,000?

And did self-styled child prodigy 
Lord Smug mention he started his 
first business when he was 17? 
Only three million times...

11 A- stars.” Doesn’t everyone?
But, as a graduate of the univer-

sity of hard knocks, Lord Sugar of 
Hackneyed is not the sort of peer 
of the realm to be overly impressed 
by academic prowess.

“This is abart the real weld,” he 
growled. “I’m not making you take 
exams. The only grade you’ll be 
getting is F for fired.”

And sure enough... Max was 
fired. For the unforgiveable crime 

them who their boss is – then  
they’ll follow.” The voice of no 
experience.

“Waking up and owning a busi-
ness are the same thing for me,” 
added tiny Sean, mysteriously.

And then, inevitably, there was 
the traditional posh fall guy. This 
one was called Max.

“My biggest achievement in life 
is my GcSe results,” he proudly 
announced. “I managed to get 

Squirming... 
David, 

Patrick and 
fired Max

Death of the 
bored room

FAsten your seat belts for 
what could be the last ever 
Young  Apprentice. Much 
to “Lord” sugar’s fury, his 
junior business comedy 
show is facing the axe.

cockney Al wants to help the 
tycoons of tomorrow. The BBc 
wants decent ratings. Which this 
under-performing  spin-off has 
never achieved.

So enjoy it while you can. Or, 
rather, if you can.

Because there was nothing new 
on offer as this rigidly formulaic 
programme limped off to an all too 
familiar start amid an orgy of 
 unseemly boasting. 

And as for the kids...
“I know everything,” bragged His 

Lordship. “I’ve seen everything. I’ve 
done everything.”

Really? I’ll tell you one thing he 
doesn’t know... how to spell. check 
him out on Twitter. If you’re keen 
on literacy it can be a disturbing 
experience.

But back to the “process”... and 
we all know the drill. Because we’ve 
seen it all before.

cue the dramatic music and stand 
by for an avalanche of the same 
old cliches: “Opportunity like no 
other... thousands applied... from 
every corner of the country... life 
changing journey... ultimate kick-
start.” And so on and so forth.

naturally, our adolescent heroes 
were encouraged to talk themselves 
up to a ludicrous extent... 

So that grown-up viewers could 
giggle at them.

Take it away online fashion deal-
er Maria: “I may look like a 5ft 1in 
one blonde angel but inside I have 
the heart of a lioness.” Yeah right.

Over to private tutor David: “Men 
are like dogs. You have to show 

MADE In Chelsea… and top 
high-flying businessman 
Richard launched his new 
must-have gadget. An elec-
tronic bracelet that can 
launch clay pigeons. Why 
has no-one thought of this 
before? Clever Dick for spot-
ting a gap in the market...

BBC2’s Autumnwatch team 
managed to keep straight 
faces. But I didn’t. “We’ve got 
infra-red cameras on all our 
beavers,” declared Mich aela 
strachan, before moving on 
to: “We’ve had plenty of 
 beaver action.” What can 
I say? I’m extremely childish.

soAp dud EastEnders… 
 another brilliant money- 
spinning idea from the Beeb’s 
commercial know-nothings 
as unfunny “comedy” char-
acter Fatboy raked in the cash 
on the Queen Vic’s spine-
chilling Halloween ghost 
walk. In broad daylight...

on-the-spot drawing of Rolf Harris. Bonza...
But here’s to Robbie Williams for making 

16-year-old cancer victim Alice Pine’s day 
– and applauding her tireless campaign to 
get everyone on the bone-marrow register.       

And full marks to ITV’s production team 
for turning this magical evening into a  terrific 
television show.

When Team GB and Prince charles packed 
the stage for a fabulous finale there wasn’t 
a dry eye in the Grosvenor House. HRH’s 
sheepish “mobot” will never be forgotten...

Cry-baby 
Jessica 

Email Kevin at kevin.osullivan@mirror.co.uk

Perfect... 
host Carol
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debts, up from 1,626 for the 
whole of 2009. Spokeswoman 
Una Farrell said: “Payday loans 
seem to be disproportionately 
affecting the young. It’s alarming 
that they are lumbering them-
selves with expensive credit at 
a time when many will want to 
buy homes and start families.” 

screening
Interest rates can reach more 

than 4,000 per cent APR – the 
measure of annual interest – if 
a loan carries on and experts say 
some firms make little effort to 
screen customers’ finances.

Wonga, which is the biggest 
payday lender, made a massive 
pre-tax £62.4m  profit last year. 

It is now under fire over its 
£24m shirt sponsorship of  
Newcastle United, which  critics 
fear will tempt young fans into 

10 times more 
young seek 

debt help for 
payday loans

s.hayward@sundaymirror.co.uk
CONSUMER CORRESPONDENT
By stephen hayward

rOcKeTing numbers of 
young people are getting 
into serious trouble with 
controversial  payday loans.

Many are forced to seek help 
as they struggle to pay back the 
high-interest debts, with one 
support charity dealing with 
nearly 10 times as many under-
40s as three years ago. 

Millions use the short-term fix 
for essentials such as fuel and 
heating. They can then get locked 
in a cycle of debt, taking out 
multiple loans when they cannot 
pay back the original one.

In the first six months of 2012, 
7,861 under-40s contacted the 
Consumer Credit Counselling 
Service about payday lending 

KimberTHREE
fans will do a triple-take when they see  Kimberley 
Walsh looking this sexy.

The  strictly favourite, 30, says in a new interview 
she can’t wait for the girls aloud reunion.  

she reveals: “now we’re starting all the  discussions 
for our TV performances, the tour and videos. 
it’s really exciting!”
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debt. Earlier this year Wonga was 
criticised by watchdog the OFT 
for “aggressive and misleading” 
debt collection practices.

But it insists it never lends for 
 more than a month and interest 
does not rack up higher if a loan 
is not repaid on time. 

Wonga said: “You simply 
 cannot take out a loan with 
Wonga without realising the 
costs, because they are clear and 
upfront.  We are all  about 
 flexibility and convenience.”

Firms have now signed up to 
a charter to raise standards and 
Citizens Advice is setting up a 
web survey so clients can report 
those who break the rules. 

Spokeswoman Gillian Guy 
said: “We are calling on people 
to name and shame companies 
who aren’t acting fairly.”

Comment: ●  Page 14
To read the full interview with Kimberley see the new issue of LOOK magazine, out now

By miChael
turner QC
campaigning barrister 

No one borrows 
 money at an inter-
est rate of 4,000 per 
cent APR or more 
unless they have no 
other  option. It rep-
resents an act  of 
utter desper ation.

What do we ex-
pect of any elected 
Government in our 
democracy in such 
circumstances?

Do you expect 
them to help these 
usurers exploit the 
vulnerability of the 
m o s t  n e e d y  i n 
 society... or to intro-
duce laws prevent-
ing such behaviour 
and protecting the 
very people it was 
 elected to serve?

I hope no Sunday 
M i r r o r  r e a d e r 
would believe any-
thing other than 
that the Govern-
ment should protect 
the weakest mem-
bers of society.

Unfortunately, we 
have a Government 
that chooses to do 
the exact opposite.

It has allowed pay-
day loan companies 
to multiply like flies 
on a carcass.

This Government 
has  no interest 
in protecting its 
most vulnerable 
citizens against 
these parasites.

Is it not time we 
put a stop to this?
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hoMeS with Zena Alli
Tricks        tradeof the

B

Will a new rug slow my 
baby down to a crawl?
Help! My six-month-old baby has just 
started crawling and we have hardwood 
flooring throughout. Can you suggest a 
large, inexpensive rug, please? Marilyn 
Osbourne, Portsmouth
ZENA SAYS: Take a look at Plantation 
Rugs (www.plantationrug.co.uk, 0800 
012 1511). I love their range – everything 
from modern to traditional and the 
prices are good, too. It’s best to choose 
a flat weave so you won’t get food and 
crumbs trapped in it. 

The Freddie rug is fairly reasonable. 
A 120cm x 170cm rug costs £100 and 
the 150cm x 230cm is £150. 

Also look at Woven Ground (www.
wovenground.co.uk) for great rugs. 

Another option is to buy foam play-
mats, the sort that link together like a 
jigsaw. Not only are they soft, but they 
wipe clean, are perfect for messy play 
and can be used outside, too. 

Find them at Argos, Homebase and 
Early Learning Centre.

Kevin McCloud

My favourite Grand Design
...WoodLANd HouSE, SuSSEx
This was the most inspiring project 
because it’s a way of life that I think, in 
another world, I would have enjoyed. 

To start with I was just not sure about 
it. It was only when designer Ben law 
started to decorate the building with 
timber that I began to realise that he 
had a fabulous eye. A lot of those sorts 
of buildings end up being a bit organic 
and a bit scrappy, but it was a beauti-
fully resolved building. The result was 
completely breathtaking.
●The Best of Grand Designs by Kevin McCloud, £25, published 
by Collins. The next Grand Designs Live will run from May 
4-12, 2013 at the Excel, London.

gifted architect, to design this building 
for them. And then Nat got very ill and 
died quite suddenly. Of course we 
thought that would be it for the film 
because lucie stopped the project.

But then she rang up a year later and 
said, ‘I’m going to do this.’ She was a 
teacher and single mum to two children 
under five. She didn’t have much money, 
so she said she was going to make it 
much smaller but basically the same 
idea – and she did it. Jerry took a very 
important role because he was acting 
as her mentor and guide and friend, 
helping her build her house. 

So for us it was lovely to celebrate the 
building and the memory of Nat.

...TuSCAN CASTLE

I lived in Tuscany when I was younger and I miss 

it. I also love old buildings so for me it’s the old 

castle in Tuscany belonging to Howard Smyth and 

Janne Hoffe-Tiller, which we featured on the Grand 

Designs Abroad series. Now, they didn’t decorate it 

with furniture that was to my taste, and I’d probably 

have to redecorate if I moved in, but the house has 

an extraordinary view over the lake and the 

valley and up to the mountains. It’s the loca-

tion, really that wins it for me. I wouldn’t 

give a toss what the inside was like, 

I’d spend my life staring out 

the window.

...THE BoAT, ESSExThis one’s easy. The boat we featured in series five wasn’t even a house, it was a boat converted into a house and I didn’t enjoy it. I didn’t enjoy filming it. The intentions were great but they didn’t design it, they just made it up as they went along. I could never live on a boat.Kevin was right to be sceptical. In January 2011 the “eco-barge:” washed up on a beach. The owners, who had abandoned the project, said it had broken free from its moorings.

...and the one I definitely didn’t

The one I 
wanted to live in...  My best 

GranD 
DEsiGns
With 13 years and 102 episodes of Grand Designs under 
his belt, Kevin McCloud talks to francesca cookney 
about the homes he loved, the ones he loathed... and the 
self-builds that were just plain crazy

(and worst!)

Get in touch.. write to Sunday Mirror homes, 1  Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf, London e14 5AP or email homes@sundaymirror.co.uk

Can you help me answer this question? 
Each week I’ll be asking you to join in and 
find a  solution to a reader’s problem. Post 
your replies on the website below or 
contact me using the details above if you 
can solve Ron’s problem this week:
Our 15in white lCD TV has just packed 
up after several years of impeccable  service. 
The repair guy says it would not be cost- 
effective to repair it. I can’t find anything 
like it and I’ve spent hours trawling the 
internet. Ron Gill, by email

You answer..

Snuggle up to your photos
I AM looking for a company that can 
transfer a picture of my husky onto a 
double duvet cover. Mervyn Hullah, email
ZENA SAYS: digital photo printing is 
gaining popularity. You can now person-
alise anything from mugs to cushions. 
A few companies do single duvet covers 
but only one can 
print  your  own 
photo onto a dou-
ble. At Bags of Love 
(www.bagsoflove.
co.uk, 020 8960 
4567) they’ll 
put  your 
p o o c h 
on to a 
2 0 0 c m  x 
200cm panel and 
then stitch it up to 
make a double du-
vet. From £98.99 for a 
single and £149.99 for 
a double duvet.

Put your photos 
on a duvet

Go to mirror.co.uk/homes for more 
questions and answers from readers7
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