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t h e  w a r d 
after a successful operation.

“It was like a light had gone on 
inside her,” she said. “She’d come 
back to life before my eyes.” 

francesca.cookney@sundaymirror.
co.uk

For more information on  ■
kidney donation go to www.
kidneyresearchuk.org/gopurple

then sent off to be reviewed by 
a panel of experts.

In January last year, six months 
after she was first refused, Jude 
got the go-ahead and broke the 
news in an emotional letter in 
which she assured her: “I will 
always be here for you.”

The sisters from Weston-super-
Mare, Somerset, went into surgery 
three months later and have now 
made a full recovery.

Jude will never forget the 
moment nurses wheeled her sister 

the key to Jo’s survival and wasn’t 
able to use it felt like I’d won the 
lottery but lost the ticket.”

However, she refused to give up 
so easily and, with full support 
from husband Pete, she decided 
to fight the doctors’ decision.

“All that mattered to me was 
saving Jo,” she said.

She visited a kidney specialist 
and underwent heart examina-
tions and ECGs, X-Rays, blood 
tests and ultrasounds.

Her entire medical history was 

Southmead Hospital in Bristol 
with her kidney function down to 
just seven per cent. She was put 
on dialysis and told she needed 
an urgent transplant.

Jude – who has two sons Jake, 
17, and Brandon, 15 – immedi-
ately put herself forward. 

But doctors said they would not  
consider it because she suffers 
from fibromyalgia, which affects 
connective tissues and makes 
recovery from surgery slow and 
painful. She said: “To know I held 

Brit lesbians 
officially wed
A BRITISH couple who wed 
in Canada in 2003 are to 
become the first lesbians to 
have their marriage legally 
recognised in this country.

Celia Kitzinger and Sue 
Wilkinson fought a lengthy 
battle for the relationship to 
be acknowledged, which 
they originally lost in 2006.

But under new equality 
laws the two university 
professors, of Gribthorpe, 
East Yorks, will at last be 
made official on Thursday.

Sue said yesterday: “We’re 
thrilled that, after 11 years, 
our legal Canadian marriage 
will be recognised here.”

Anti-snoring 
pillow fluffs
A PILLOW hailed as the 
antidote to snoring has been 
taken off the market because 
it isn’t up to the job.

The snore-activated 
nudging pillow, costing £92, 
was launched in a blaze of 
publicity a month ago and 
could be bought online.

But yesterday  the US firm 
behind it, Hammacher 
Schlemmer, said the gadget 
was no longer  available due 
to a “quality issue”.

The pillow was fitted with 
a microphone that picked up 
snoring vibrations, which 
inflated an internal balloon 
making the snorer roll over.
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My six-month 
battle to give 
a kidney to 
my dying sis  

DevoteD MuM of two honours chilDhooD pleDge
WHEN devoted Jude Skilton 
was told she was too ill to 
give up a kidney for her dying 
sister, she refused to take the 
doctor’s word for it.

That was the start of her tireless 
six-month campaign to become 
a living donor.

Her beloved little sis Jo Shipley 
had grown up with a chronic 
disease in her one remaining 
kidney after her other was found 
to have a tumour and removed 
when she was eight days old. 

Jude, 35, was just six when she 
promised Jo: “Don’t worry, I’ve got 
two kidneys so you can have one 
of mine.” But when the time came 
that Jo, now 33, needed a trans-
plant medics told Jude she could 
not donate because she suffers 
from a muscle disorder. Then she 
found her kidney would have been 
a perfect match.

DEVASTATINg
Jude said: “It was devastating. I 

wasn’t just a good match, I was 
spot-on. The chances of finding 
another were so slim, it was 
unbearable. I couldn’t let them 
snatch this opportunity away.”

The determined mum would 
not back down, and kept pestering 
doctors to let her help.

And after a string of gruelling 
tests they finally reconsidered, 
and carried out the op last year.

Jo – who is mum to Bailey, 13,  
Harrison, 10, and nine-year-old 
step-daughter Este – had seen her 
kidney function drop steadily 
since 2003. But in 2012 she became 
seriously ill and was admitted to 

Close: Jude, 
left, with Jo. 
Inset, aged 
six with sis
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