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SAVE

2.KenwoodSolo
Microwave

£64.99
Save£35
25Litrecapacity
givesyouample
spacetoprepare
yourmeals.

Model:K25MB14.Product
support£15for3years.Was
£99.99from10.07.14to
20.08.14

4.Panasonic
Combination
Microwave

£149.99
Save£20
ThisPanasonic
combination
microwavehas
completecooking
conveniencewith
oven,microwaveand
grillingcooking
options.

Model:NN-CT552WBPQ.
Productsupport£30for3
years.Was£169.99from
29.07.14to20.08.14

1.KenwoodSolo
Microwave

£54.99
Halfprice
Compactbut
powerful, this
Kenwoodmicrowave
hasa20 litrecapacity
andboasts800Wof
power.

Model:K20MSS10.Product
support£12for3years.Was
£109.99from31.07.14 to
20.08.14

Saveuptohalfpriceon
selectedmicrowaves.

Ding!

Order by 7pm in store or 8pm online. Subject
to availability, available inmost areas. Excludes
deliveries by themanufacturer. Charges apply.

Nextdaydelivery

1.

3.PanasonicSolo
Microwave

£119.99
Save£20
Automaticweight
sensorweighs food
and judgesthe
cookingtime
accordingly.

Model:NN-ST452WMPQ.
Productsupport£25for3
years.Was£139.99from
01.02.14to20.08.14
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he was there        when murder took place... but never knew until 50 years later
I was young she was just trying to protect 
me. I’m glad in a way she hid it.”

Mark was 13 when a pal who had heard 
his own mother gossiping asked him if  
it was true that his real father had  
been hanged.

“I was shocked. I confronted my mum 
and she said it was true,”  recalled Mark. 
“She didn’t lie about it but she wouldn’t tell 
me anything else either. 

“She said I was born Mark Hannett – her 
maiden name – just before she and my dad 
got married.

“She told me Billy was my stepfather and 
she promised to sit down and tell me the 
whole story when I was old enough. Sadly 

birthday. Desperate for cash, he and his 
pal Gwynne Evans stole a Ford Prefect car 
and drove from Liverpool to Seaton, 
Cumbria, to ask an old acquaintance of 
Evans, 53-year-old John West, for money. 

For some unknown reason, Allen decided 
to take Mary, Mark and his little brother 
Richard along for the 146-mile ride.

When West refused to hand over any 
cash, the two men attacked him in his 
home, bludgeoning him with an iron bar.

He was then stabbed in the chest.
Leaving him at the foot of the stairs in 

a pool of blood, the pair sped off into the 
night. They were quickly arrested. 

Mary was a key witness at her husband’s 
trial. She claimed she knew nothing of the 
men’s plot to rob and kill West.

The jury could not decide which one of 
the men had carried out the fatal stabbing 
and both were found guilty of murder. 

The campaign to abolish hanging was 
gathering pace and in 1964 most death 
sentences were being reprieved. 

The families of the two men expected 
theirs to be commuted to life behind bars. 
But despite both their mothers pleading 
for clemency to the Home Secretary, the 
executions went ahead.

Allen and Evans were hanged at 8am on 
August 13 1964 – Allen in Liverpool and 
Evans in Manchester. A year later the death 
penalty was abolished.

Afterwards Mary sought comfort with 
Allen’s best friend Billy Price. They eventu-
ally married and, until his teens, Mark 
assumed Billy was his dad.

“My mother brought me up to know that 
violence is never the answer,” he says.

 “She taught me that the real loser is the 
man who throws the first punch. I know 
that by not telling me about my dad when 

ExclusivE
by FRANCESCA COOKNEY

mum

THE son of the man hanged at  Britain’s 
last execution froze in horror as the 
dark secret kept from him for half a 
century was finally revealed.

Mark Price had always avoided finding 
out the full story of how his father Peter 
Allen came to be stood on the gallows in 
August, 1964.

All he knew was that Peter, a thief, had 
taken part in an attack with an accomplice 
which led to a man being  stabbed to death 
in a row over a loan. 

And that his beloved mother Mary had 
always done her best to protect him from 
the truth about the crime, teaching her 
son never to resort to violence.

Yet now, on the 50th anniversary of the 
historic final execution, Mark, 53, has 
decided to face the past with the help of 
the Sunday Mirror.

When we told him the chilling secret his 
mother kept from him it shook him to the 
core. Because she was at the scene of the 
murder that fateful night, waiting outside 
in the getaway car.

And so was he.
“I was there? I was in the car?” gasped 

Mark, who was only a toddler at the time. 
“It’s such a shock. I’ve thought about my 
father a lot over the years, but I’ve never 
looked into what happened. I was so afraid 
of what I might discover.”

But as tears filled his eyes he defiantly 
defended his devoted mother.

“I’ll never believe she knew what they 
were going to do in that house,” he snapped. 
“She would never have been there if she 
had known. My mother was the gentlest, 
kindest woman.”

Mary’s world collapsed in April 1964, 
three days after her husband’s 21st 

My mother promised 
to tell me the whole 
story when I was old 
enough. Sadly that 
never happened

 Mark at 15  with 
devoted Mary

be sold off to a profit-focused new provider 
who will want to restrict drugs/treat-
ments to maximise returns. I live in fear 
in case I need treatment again.”

His concerns are an embarrass-
ment for the PM, who was so 

impressed by Mr Stone’s 
campaigning he nominated 
him for an MBE. Meanwhile 
Ed Miliband has vowed to put 

the NHS at the centre of 
the party’s general elec-

tion campaign. 

by VINCENT MOSS  Political Editor

Huge quake 
hits volcano
A LARGE earthquake rocked 
the Bardarbunga volcano in 
Iceland early yesterday.

Tremors in recent weeks 
have sparked fears the 
volcano could go off, causing 
an ash cloud like the 2010 
one that grounded flights.

Iceland’s Met Office said 
there were no signs yet of a 
new eruption, following the 
latest 5.4 magnitude quake.

THE panda cub due to be 
born any day at Edinburgh 
Zoo won’t go on display until 
it’s 100 days old, zoo bosses 
announced yesterday.

Zoo’s private cub

Cancer hero fears 
over  NHS sell-off 
THE health campaigner who inspired 
David Cameron’s flagship £600million 
cancer drugs fund has revealed he “lives 
in fear” of NHS privatisation. 

Kidney cancer patient Clive Stone, 
who had to fight to get the vital drugs 
he needed, is now terrified of requiring 
further treatment after news that 
cancer patient care is to be privatised. 

The retired bank worker said: “Many 
of us are worried as it means we are to 
Cam’s inspiration: campaigner clive 
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The tragic truth hidden 
from son of the last man 
to be hanged in Britain

he was There        when murder Took place... BuT never knew unTil 50 years laTer
hanged. She killed a man who had been 
abusing her for years and the court 
should have taken that into account.”

After decades of denial, it’s a relief for 
Mark to face the facts at last and discover 
the truth behind his father’s brutal crime 
and equally brutal punishment.

And he says he will never again shy 
away from his family history.

“Peter Allen is my father,” he 
said firmly. “Yes, he did some-
thing wrong and he was punished 
for it. But he’s still my father.”

francesca.cookney 
@sundaymirror.co.uk

see it brought back. “I do believe in 
capital punishment but only in cut and 
dried murder cases,” he explained. 

“Ian Huntley, Dennis Nilsen, The York-
shire Ripper –  those are people with the 
sole intent to kill and I do think that they 
should have their lives taken in return.

“But what my dad was involved in was 
a robbery gone wrong. Yes, he 
beat the man but I don’t believe 
he intended to kill him. 

“My father should never 
have been hanged. Likewise 
Ruth Ellis, the last woman in 
Britain to face the death 
penalty, should not have been 

amends… I’ve tried to imagine it but it’s 
too horrific. I know what he did was 
wrong but I think what happened to him 
was wrong too. If I could talk to him now 
I would let him know that I think it was 
an injustice. 

“He should never have been executed. 
The cases were pushed through for 
political reasons. 

“I’d tell him I wish he could have had 
more time to plead his case, to appeal, 
because if he had I’m sure his sentence 
would have been commuted.”

Despite his firm belief that his father 
was wronged, Mark does not oppose the 
death sentence. He says he would happily 

outside Walton Prison in Liverpool 
calling for mercy. None came. On the 
night before his execution, Allen saw 
Mary for the last time.

He hurled himself furiously at the glass 
partition that separated them, breaking 
both the glass and his hand. When he 
was led to the scaffold the next morning, 
it was still in a bandage.

Mark said: “I struggle to imagine what 
must have been going through his head 
when he realised he was going to be 
executed.

“I’m a father too and knowing you’re 
going to be leaving your kids behind with 
that stigma, and no chance to ever make 

that never happened.” Mary died in 1980 
aged 37 when Mark was 19.

His brother Richard, severely disabled 
from an early age, was already in full-
time residential care. 

Mark’s life moved on but now, married 
with four children and two grandchil-
dren of his own, he finally has all the 
truth about his past. He says is relieved, 
but also sad.

“When I see my father’s picture now 
I see a lot of missing years,” he said. 
“Finding out exactly what happened to 
him has addled my brain so much.”

He also knows now about his father’s 
final days.  Protestors had lined the street 

SEE MARK 
diScovER 
thE tRuth

at mirror.co.uk

son dad Mark now facing 
up to family past

 Allen was hanged 
at last execution

Shock: toddler Mark was in stolen car

Killer: 
Evans 
was also 
hanged
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