
M

11

has a session on how to create rag rugs. 
Staff will be on hand to teach this craft. 
Details: www.nts.org.uk

WALES
JULY 23: Celebrate the start of the school 
holidays with a great Be A Wild Child day 
at Penrhyn Castle near Bangor. Kids can 
make a bug hotel, discover worlds in 
miniature and be part of the ugly bug 
ball-prize for the best beastie dress. 
Details: www.nationaltrust.org.uk

SARAH TURNER

John Rylands Library in Manchester. 
Visitors can have a go at making their 
own wands, mixing potions and even 
follow the trail of the Order of the 
Phoenix to join Dumbledore’s Army. A 
screening of Harry Potter and the Order 
of the Phoenix is included. Details: www.
library.manchester.ac.uk

SCOTLAND
AUGUST 4: Inspired by the BBC series 
Turn Back Time, The National Trust for 
Scotland’s Tenement House in Glasgow 

 hidden treasure and life on the high seas 

in Pirate Tales. Adults £5.70, children 

£3.40, English Heritage members free. 

Details: www.english-heritage.org.uk

AUGUST 12: It’s Harry Potter Day at the 

the perfect seaside adventure. Details: 

www.wellscarnival.co.uk

JULY 30-AUGUST 4: Ramsgate gets yachty 

with its regatta. Taking place in the 

Royal Harbour, there are races and 

events throughout the week, and the 

chance to nip off to nearby Broadstairs 

for its annual music festival. Details: 

www.ramsgateweek.com

AUGUST 2: There’s plenty of swashbuck-

ling fun at Tintagel Castle in Cornwall. 

Hear tales of treacherous  voyages, 

ENGLAND
JULY 21-27: Nowhere in the UK celebrates 
oysters more than Whitstable. And while 
bivalve molluscs are at the heart of its 
annual festival, there’s plenty for the 
whole family to enjoy, including seaside 
safaris and magic shows. Details: www.
whitstableoysterfestival.com

JULY 27-AUGUST 5: Wells-next-the-Sea in 
Norfolk holds its annual carnival during 
a week of family fun and events. Throw 
in some chips and candyfloss, and it’s 

Holidays

 savoury chickpea pancake perfect for 
warding off mid-afternoon peckishness 
for around €3 (£2.35).

CHILD’S PLAY
MUSEÉ D’Histoire Naturelle (www.
mhnn.org) – the natural history 
 museum – is full of stuffed animals 
including reptiles and creepy-crawlies. 
For the live variety, visit Marineland 
sea life centre (www.marineland.fr) 
just outside the city, which has polar 
bears, penguins, seals and sharks.

Older kids will 
love the wide 
range of water-
sports available. 

Parasailing, water-
skiing and rubber 

ring rides are all 
widely on offer but 
the big trend is sea- 
kayaking. Take a half-
d ay  g u i d e d  t r i p 
around the Cap de 
Nice and into the 
neighbouring bay of 
Villefranche, from Les 
Eskimos à L’Eau (www.
eskimosaleau.com) 
f o r  a r o u n d  € 4 0 
(£31.50) a head.

Kids and big kids 
can let off steam by 
joining the crowds of 
rollerbladers along 
the promenade. For 
skate hire go to www.
roller-station.fr

over the city and cost just €1 
(80p) for a single. Buy a ticket at 
the tram stops or pay on board.

FEELING HUNGRY?
GORGE yourself on fresh seafood 
at Le Grand Café de Turin on Place 
Garibaldi. A mixed platter costs 
from €30 (£23.50) but be warned, 
everything comes in its shell. You 
can also order dishes  individually 
and the moules sicilienne are 
particularly good (www.cafe 
 deturin.fr).

For traditional 
Provençal fare, 
h e a d  t o  t h e 
 pretty, sloping 
R u e  F r a n ç o i s 
Zanin where you’ll 
find a cluster of 
p o p u l a r  b u t 
 u n p r e t e n t i o u s 
 restaurants.

Daily specials are  
scrawled on blackboards 
b e n e at h  c o l o u r f u l 
 awnings,  service is 
largely in French and 
the food is simple but 
hearty. Look out for 
morue à la niçoise (salt 
cod stew) and a wealth 
of sun-ripened  vegetable 
dishes.

Naturally you can’t 
leave Nice without 
 sampling the local 
 speciality:  socca,  a 

 fountains. It’s easy 
to find your way 
around on foot and 
stretches all the 
way to the beach.

A tramline runs 
from the north of 
the city down to 

the Place Masséna and out to the 
east. It’s useful for getting from the 
station to the Old Town but for more 
obscure destinations, such as the 
Musée Matisse, the Lignes D’Azur 
buses (www.lignesdazur.com) run all 

Picasso museum in 
the Old Town and don’t 
forget to treat yourself 
to an ice cream at Amorino in cafe-lined 
Place Nationale.

GETTING AROUND
NICE Old Town ranges from cobbled 
alleyways to bright, open squares with 

By FRANCESCA COOKNEY

NICE
A short break or a base 
to explore the coast, 
try the Riviera for less

City guide to..

  A THREE-night break 
departing from London 
Luton and staying room 
only at the four star Grand 
Aston hotel costs £333pp 
based on two sharing from 
July, £322pp from August 
27 and from £278 from 
September 3.

 Prices include flights and  
accommodation but  exclude 
transfers and baggage. To 
book please visit www.
easyjet.com/holidays or 
call 0843 104 1000.

 For English language info  
about Nice go online to 
en.nicetourisme.com

What’s 
the deal?

WITH its long stretch of beach, 
 beguiling Old Town and a wealth of 
museums and galleries, Nice has all 
the culture and convenience of a city 
break, combined with the summer 
holiday essentials of sun, sea and... 
well, pebbles.

Still, if you can do without building 
sandcastles,  there is plenty to 
 recommend this bustling  Mediterranean 
city, not least its prime location on the 
Côte d’Azur.

Within easy reach of glamorous 
Cannes and Monaco, the picturesque 
streets of Antibes and the Italian 
border, it makes the perfect base camp 
for a short break packed with French 
Riviera chic.

Here’s our guide to getting the best 
out of Nice...

FREE FOR ALL
NICE has an impressive 19 museums 
and galleries and most of them are free 
to visit.

Art lovers can take their pick from 
the Musée d’Art Moderne (www.mamac 
-nice.org), the beautiful 
Musée des Beaux-Arts 
(www.musee-beaux-arts 
-nice.org) or the Musée 
Matisse (www.musee 
- m at i s s e - n i c e . o r g ) , 
housed in a rustic 17th 
century villa amid the 
hilltop ruins of Cimiez.

A walk up to the Parc 
du Château, which is 
300ft above the Old 
Town, sounds like a 
sweaty endeavour. But 
the summit offers 
panoramic views as well 
as the cooling spray of a 
man-made waterfall. The 
château itself is long gone 
but the promise of a café 
and a large children’s 
 playground will help entice 
more reluctant family 
 members to the top.

And don’t forget the 
 pebbly beach. Hotels along 
the Promenade des Anglais 
offer private sunloungers 
with lockers and parasols for 
around €10 (£7.85) a day. But 
if you head up towards the 
Old Town you can fling your 
towel down among the locals 
and enjoy the Med’s temperate 
waters for free.

WORTH PAYING
SHOPAHOLICS will love the 
markets on the Cours Saleya, 
which runs parallel to the 
beach in  the  Old  Town. 
 Depending on the day you can find 
everything from antiques and books 
to fruit and veg or arts and crafts.

If you’re there for a few days, be 
sure to take a couple of train trips to 
explore the rest of the Cô te D’Azur. 
A return ticket to Monaco costs €7.20 
(£5.65) – that’s if you’ve forgotten your 
private yacht, of course – and you can 
get to glitzy Cannes for around €11 
(£8.65) return. The sandy beach at 
Antibes is 25 minutes and an €8.40 
(£6.60) return train fare away. While 
you’re there check out the seafront 

Shop for spices 
(below) at Old 
Town markets

Francesca enjoys 
the sun, sea and 

 pebbles in Nice

Explore alleys and 
pretty streets of 
 downtown Nice

Seafood at Le Grand Café 
de Turin

Great UK 
days out
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