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notice. All holidays booked within 10 weeks of the chosen holiday start date will have to be paid in full at time of booking. Full terms and conditions relating to these breaks are available in our current Warner
Leisure Hotels brochure. Please be advised some acts and activities are subject to alteration and can be cancelled without prior notice. All persons in your booking must be over 21 years old. Bourne Holidays
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60s SOUNDS FROM UNION GAP
Holme Lacy House Hotel, Herefordshire
25 October 2013 | 3 nights | half board

WAS
£429

Now from only

£229*

PER PERSON
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TURKEY AND TINSEL
Lakeside Coastal Village, Hampshire
28 October 2013 | 4 nights | Half Board

WAS
£324

Now from only

£162*

PER PERSON

● Festive welcome show from our team
● Delicious breakfasts & 3-course evening meals
● Hilarious comedy from Johnny Tait
● Dazzling Team Shows
● Mince pie & mulled wine on arrival
● Visit and a gift from Santa
● Jingle Bell Rock party show
● Christmas carol sing-a-long concert
● Festive multimedia quizzes
● Festive Panto – Dick Whittington
● New Years Eve party night with live music

CO
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60s SOUNDSWITH THE DREAMERS
Norton Grange Coastal Village, Isle of Wight
20 September 2013 | 3 nights | Half Board

WAS
£284

Now from only

£142*

PER PERSON

● Delicious breakfasts & 3-course evening meals
● Hilarious comedy from Hilary O’Neil
● Superb entertainment from 60s band The Dreamers
● Dancing to our fabulous band Impromptu
● A Groovy Kind of 60s – BIG party gig with our team
● Range of daytime activities
● Use of sport & leisure facilities
● Fun interactive multimedia quizzes
● Beautiful coastal walks
● Stunning views of the western Solent
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AUTUMN ESCAPES

FESTIVE PARTY BREAK
20 December 2013 | 2 nights | Half Board
Lakeside Coastal Village, Hampshire

● Sumptuous breakfasts & 3-course evening meals
● Fasten your seatbelts for a high octane show from Kimika
● Lounge entertainment from Colin James
● Dancing to our fabulous band Shades
● Superb entertainment from 60s band Union Gap
● Dazzling Team Show – Dream Lover
● Range of daytime activities
● Dine in award winning restaurant The Orchard (supplements apply)
● Use of sport & leisure facilities including heated indoor

swimming pool, steam room, sauna and gym
● 20 acres of parkland to explore

Warner
festive break

NOWONLY £95 PER PERSON PER BREAK
Price based on a Standard Plus upgraded chalet

pathways leading up into the hills of the 
Clwydian Range.

Then there’s time for just one more stop 
before we head over to Bodnant Welsh 
Food Centre, our base for the weekend.

Denbigh Chocolate Shop, housed in a 
delightfully wonky Grade 2 listed building 
dating back to 1623, is the perfect place to 
stop in for an afternoon cuppa. 

And don’t forget to pick up a slice of 
Belgian chocolate pizza with marshmallow 
and Smartie toppings. I’m about ready to 
keel over but arriving at Bodnant, in the 

By FRANCESCA COOKNEY

S o, do you fancy a cider? asks the 
shopkeeper. It looks inviting so 
why am I hesitating? Well it is 
10.30am – a tad early for me.

Then again, I’ve just embarked 
on the Clwydian Food Trail in the beautiful 
mountains of North Wales – and Rosie 
Triple D Cider farm, Llandegla, is our first 
stop. So it would be rude not to... right? 

North Wales has had a bit of a culinary 
renaissance in the last couple of years, with 
food festivals and farm shops springing up 
left, right and centre. I’ve come for a short 
break to sample the local delights – both 
food and beverages.

Nevertheless I’m somewhat relieved 
when it’s not a pint I’m presented with but a 
tiny sample-size plastic cup. The cider is 
delicious: cloudy, cool and crisp. I knock 
back three more. www.rosiescider.co.uk

The Clwydian Food Trail was set up in 
2011 to provide tourists with a guide to 
great eating in and around this area of 
outstanding natural beauty.

grab some grub
Whether you’re a hungry hiker, a cyclist or 
just a holidaymaker in need of a good feed, 
it promises to hook you up with the region’s 
best grub.

Next on our list is the pretty historic town 
of Ruthin. Perched on a hill, its central 
square is bordered by half-timbered houses 
while the winding 
streets are filled with 
interesting boutiques 
and cafés.

We pop into 
Leonardo’s Deli to pick 
up one of master chef 
Andreas Brunzel’s 
award-winning 
chicken, leek and laver 
bread pies.  

Alongside the 
homemade pies and 
pastries, the husband-
and-wife team stock a 
wide range of local and 
continental cheeses, 
salads, pâtés, olives and 
charcuterie, as well as 
Welsh wines, spirits 
and liqueurs.

I pore longingly over the baked goods 
before selecting a squidgy chocolate 
brownie – one of the best I’ve ever had.

A short walk across town is Patchwork 
Pâté where Margaret Carter and her son 
Rufus have been perfecting the art of 
savoury spreads since 1982. 

We sit down for a sample. 
“I won’t be offended if you spit,” Rufus 

assures me. Apparently food buyers, like 
wine tasters, rarely swallow the delicacy  
on offer. 

Not wanting to look greedy, I nod politely 
and take a small bite out of a cracker 
smeared with chicken liver with apple and 
Welsh cider. It’s scrummy and there’s not a 
chance I’m spitting it out.

“And you don’t have to eat the crackers if 
you don’t want to,” he says. “You can use the 
wooden lolly sticks.”

“Ok, great,” I smile, reaching for another 
cracker. patchwork-pate.co.uk

By the time we reach Loggerheads 
Country Park for lunch I’m already feeling 
pretty stuffed.

The stunning wooded river valley is a 
pleasant place to take a shady stroll and 
have a picnic. It’s also a good starting point 
for more serious walks, with a range of 
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Early start... 
Francesca hits the 
cider at 10.35am

‘The cider is delicious: cloudy, 
cool and crisp. I quickly 
knock back three more...’
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“secret” lake on the northern edge of the 
Gwydir Forest.

Llyn Crafnant is accessed only by a 
narrow, winding road through wooded 
hillside with barely room for two cars to 
pass. It’s a popular spot for walking with 
signposts at points along the way.

champagne sunset
But the best way to enjoy it, says John, is to 
come up here with a bottle of champagne at 
sunset. And indeed as we arrive the evening 
sun is glinting off the mile-long expanse of 
water. Bordering it, the craggy tops of the 
hills begin to turn to dark silhouettes 

against the  
dusky sky. 

For a moment 
everything else 
melts into a 
distant memory: 
the pies, the cider, 
the succulent 
local bacon and 
smooth, zesty 
pâté – no food or 
drink can 
compare to this.

Then again...
As I perch on a 

rock at the edge of 
the water, I 
remember I have 
one more brownie 
left in my bag.

And did 
somebody say 
something about 
champagne?

Brewery. The 
microbrewery 
started producing 
cask and bottled 
ales 10 years ago 
and has gone from 
strength to 
strength. You’ll 
now find them in 
pubs, restaurants 
and stores across 

the region. Tours cost £21 and include a 
couple of pints in the brewery bar. 
 activitysuperstore.com

After all that gluttony, it’s time for some 
fresh air. Conwy Castle has 
impressive medieval walls, 
stretching three-quarters of a 
mile around the town and 
guarded by 22 towers. And don’t 
forget to drop into Great Britain’s 
smallest house on the quay.

Sensing we’re city folk who 
don’t know a hanging valley 
from a vale, our driver John 
kindly offers to take us up to a 

heart of the Conwy valley, it’s clear that the 
culinary experience is far from over.

The centre is built on the site of the 18th 
century Furnace Farm, which fell to ruin 
decades ago. The dilapidated farm buildings 
were lovingly restored in 2012 and the 
venue now boasts a farm shop, tea room, 
wedding and conference rooms as well as a 
restaurant and dairy. 

In their cookery school there are classes 
for everything from chocolate to bread, as 
well as special cooking sessions for kids.

The old farmhouse itself is now guest 
accommodation with five self-contained 
rooms and a communal kitchen and living 
room. A double room starts at £80 and 
includes a delicious breakfast in the rustic 
stables tearoom. bodnant-welshfood.co.uk
The following day we pay a visit to Conwy 

pathways leading up into the hills of the 
Clwydian Range.

Then there’s time for just one more stop 
before we head over to Bodnant Welsh 
Food Centre, our base for the weekend.

Denbigh Chocolate Shop, housed in a 
delightfully wonky Grade 2 listed building 
dating back to 1623, is the perfect place to 
stop in for an afternoon cuppa. 

And don’t forget to pick up a slice of 
Belgian chocolate pizza with marshmallow 
and Smartie toppings. I’m about ready to 
keel over but arriving at Bodnant, in the 

UK & Ireland SpecIal

BEST VIEW 
 Bwlch Pen Barras pass in 
the Clwydian Range is 
popular for walks as well 
as people driving up for 
the views all the way 
down to the sea. 

BEST PUB 
 The historic Albion Ale 
House in Conwy was 
crowned CAMRA Pub of 
the Year 2013. It retains 
its original 1920s seating 
with push bells to 
summon bartenders. 
Beers from Conwy 
Brewery and a decent 
wine list.

DON’T MISS 
The lawns and terraced 
rose gardens with views 
across Snowdonia at 
Bodnant Gardens. Steep 
pathways lead to a 
wooded dell at the 
bottom of the valley. 
 nationaltrust.org.uk/
bodnant-garden

TOP TIP 
 Taxi driver John also runs 
private tours, including 
the champagne trip to 
Lake Crafnant. 
 boutiquetours.co.uk

WHERE TO STAY� 
Plas Efenechtyd Cottage 
B&B near Ruthin offers 
gorgeous four-star 
accommodation. Dave 
and Marilyn rustle up a 
delicious breakfast. They 
also offer jam-making 
breaks from £115pp. 
Doubles from £70. plas-
efenechtyd-cottage.
co.uk, 01824 704008

MORE INFO  
 foodtrail.co.uk, 
foodnorthwales.co.uk

TRAVEL FILE

Local fare... 
Francesca tucks  

in to a picnic 
assembled from 

the goodies at 
Leonardo’s Deli

WELSH 
RAREbITES

Eat your way around the North 
Wales foodie trail as the region 
undergoes a culinary renaissance

Impressive... the 
castle and medieval 

walls dominate  
the pretty town  

of Conwy

‘I pore over all the 
baked goods before 
selecting a squidgy 
chocolate brownie’

Taste sensation... 
Bodnant Welsh Food 

Centre also has 
lovely rooms, left

Cider at Rosie’s... 
enjoy the local brew

‘The cider is delicious: cloudy, 
cool and crisp. I quickly 
knock back three more...’
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