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IN TOMORROW’S                   LIAM, I WAS MADLy IN LOVE

by STEPHEN HAYWARD 
 Consumer Correspondent

‘Freeze beer 
duty to save
our boozers’
PUB fans are calling for a 
freeze on beer tax in the next 
Budget to stop hundreds 
more boozers going bust.

The Campaign for Real 
Ale said this year’s 1p duty 
cut must stay, adding: “The 
cut led to a renewal in 
 confidence in the pub sector. 
All that good work will be 
undone if it goes up again.” 

Around 26 pubs close each 
week and 6,000 have shut in 
the last five years as regulars 
struggle with bar prices  
averaging £3.30 for a pint of 
lager and £2.87 for bitter.

Around 50p a pint goes on 
duty and 50p on VAT – the 
second highest combined 
rate in Europe after Finland. 

C h a n c e l l o r  G e o rg e 
Osborne cut the duty in the 
March budget and scrapped 
the beer duty escalator that 
raised prices 2 per cent above 
inflation every year. The 
Sunday Mirror’s Support 
Your Pub campaign is calling 
for action to protect locals.

Fighting: our campaign

by MICHAEL HAMILTON

Star Jude at 
Greenpeace 
30 protests
JUdE Law and Blur’s  damon 
Albarn yesterday joined 800 
campaigners at a vigil after 
Russia charged 30 Green-
peace activists with piracy.

The celebrities blasted the 
arrests, which followed an 
Arctic oil rig protest on 
September 18, as “ludicrous”.

Six Brits are among the 
group held in Murmansk 
and actor Jude, 40, said he 
was exercising his “right to 
peacefully protest” outside 
London’s Russian Embassy.

He and damon, 45, were 
joined by The Clash star Paul 
Simonon. The men all know 
detainee Frank Hewetson 
and Jude added: “I am just 
adding my face and body to 
the mass of support.”

The activists’ Arctic 
Sunrise ship was seized by 
the Russian coastguard at 
an offshore platform owned 
by the country’s state-run 
energy giant Gazprom.

Yesterday’s vigil was one  
of many being held across 
Britain and in 47 countries. 

Campaign: Law at rally

EXCLUSIVE: PATSY KENSIT ON    HER         dOUbLE CANCER ORdEAL
PATSY Kensit has revealed how she 
faced a secret double cancer scare 
– and was forced to have an 
 emergency hysterectomy.

The actress, 45, underwent the life-
changing surgery in June after doctors 
found tumours so big they made her look 
seven months pregnant.

The operation came after an earlier 
18-inch tumour was removed from her 
ovary in 2011.

Recalling how she broke down in tears 
as doctors told her the news, Patsy said: 
“I honestly thought, this is it. I was 
convinced my luck had run out. I tried to 
prepare myself for the worst.”

Patsy, who was 24 when she lost her 
mother Margie after a 20-year battle with 
cancer, reveals in her new autobiography 
Absolute Beginner how she left the clinic 
with tears streaming down her face as she 
thought of sons James, 20, and Lennon, 14, 
living without her.

And although she faced a gruelling five-
hour operation, a week on a morphine drip 
and potentially years of hormone 
 replacement therapy, she confessed she 
kept the truth from the boys.

Terrified of exposing them to the fear 
and pain she endured as a child, she played 
down the seriousness of her operation, 
telling them instead that the doctors were 
“zapping a little cyst”.

But in private she was bracing herself 
for the worst. 

She even volunteered to have a double 
mastectomy on top of the hysterectomy 
if it gave her a better chance of survival. “I 
don’t care. I just want to live for my boys,” 
she said. “I never want them to go through 
what I went through with my mum.”

However, she was assured she did not 
need the breast surgery.

panic
The star’s world first turned upside 

down when she went for a routine check-
up in September 2011.

“Because my mum had developed cancer 
very young I’ve always been fastidious,” 
she said. “I have an annual smear test and 
an ultrasound, and I’ve been having yearly 
mammograms since I was in my 20s.

“When the doctor told me about the 
cyst, I panicked immediately. I was thinking 
the worst – with my family history it was 
hard not to.” 

The actress was due to play the wicked 
queen in Snow White in a London panto 
three months later. The news that she 
could have cancer sent her thoughts 
 spiralling – and in her fear and panic the 
first thing she blurted out was that she 
could not miss rehearsals.

“I started to say, ‘Well, I start work in a 
fortnight,’” she said.

“The doctor chimed in, ‘You people in 
your industry. Honestly, you’re being taught 
a lesson here about what’s important.’

“Of course the panto wasn’t important 
next to my health, but I was in the middle 
of a major anxiety attack and just saying 
the first thing that came into my head.

“I was a sobbing mess when I left, 
clutching my referral letter. I was still 
shaking when I had the blood tests later 
that day. The nurses were lovely but I went 
home feeling wrung out with worry.”

And when her mobile rang at 11pm that 
night she knew it could not be good news. 
Her consultant had arranged for her to 
have an ultrasound urgently at 7am the 
next day with a top cancer specialist on 
Harley Street.

As she walked into the reception, painful 
memories of her mother’s cancer battle 
came flooding back and she felt like her 
fate was already sealed.

“There were already five or six women 

 I had two 
tumours 
so big I 
looked
pregnant

up there! ‘Please, God, I’ll never take my 
life for granted again. I’ll change to be a 
better person,’ I kept repeating.”

She was recommended an operation to 
remove the tumour, with a biopsy  afterwards 
to determine if it was cancerous.

“I walked back to my car with tears 
streaming down my face,” she said.

“I thought about my boys and what 
would happen to them if I wasn’t around. 
Of course they had their dads, but I kept 
thinking about them being separated from 
each other and it broke my heart.”

Patsy decided not to tell the boys the 

waiting to see the doctor. They were clearly 
all cancer patients – they had no hair 
because of chemotherapy,” she said. “Sadly, 
it was a look I was all too familiar with, 
having seen it many times before when I’d 
visited my mother in hospital as a child.

“In that moment I could picture myself 
sitting next to those women, in the same 
position. I felt there was an inevitability 
about it after what had happened to 
Mum.

“As I waited for my name to be called, I 
closed my eyes and said silent prayers to 
Jesus, Buddha, my mum – whoever was 

whole truth and the next week her opera-
tion and biopsy went well – the tumour 
was found to be benign.

But just two years later she was back in 
hospital facing an even graver threat. 

swelling
doctors discovered more swelling in her 

stomach this summer when she was in 
hospital being treated for pneumonia. 

It was not the first time she had had the 
condition, having first been taken ill while 
working on Holby City, which made her 
susceptible to future bouts. It was during 
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The doctor calmed her down, and then 
they agreed that she could undergo the 
hysterectomy as soon as she had recovered 
from her pneumonia. 

“I was very scared,” she said. “I was 
shocked that the cysts had grown so large 
and so quickly. 

“I was convinced this was it, I must have 
cancer this time.”

Brave Patsy made the tough decision to 
keep the seriousness of her situation from 
her beloved sons. 

In particular she opted not to tell her 
eldest, James – who she had with her 
second husband, Simple Minds frontman 
Jim Kerr – who was about to move to Sicily 

each 6cm in diameter, and an operation 
was needed quickly. This time Patsy felt 
sure her time was up. 

“I put my head in my hands and started 
sobbing,” she said. “‘God, why is this 
happening again?’ I said out loud.”

Then her consultant dropped another 
bombshell. He asked if she wanted to have 
more children – and when she answered 
no, he told her one option was to have a 
hysterectomy.

Deeply unwell already from her 
 pneumonia, and terrified for her sons, Patsy 
did not even stop to think about it.

“‘Fine,’ I replied. ‘I ’ ll have a double 
 mastectomy, too. I don’t care,’” she said. 

I never want 
my sons to go 
through what I 
went through 
with my mum.
PATSY KENSIT

EXCLUSIVE: PATSY KENSIT ON    HER         dOUbLE CANCER ORdEAL
Brave: Patsy 
Kensit kept her 
double cancer 
scare from her 
two sons

Loving: with 
sons James  
and Lennon. 

an examination when she was 
admitted to hospital to have the 

fluid relieved on one of her lungs 
that a doctor noticed an unusual 
swelling in her stomach.

Alarm bells started ringing for 
terrified Patsy.
“In recent weeks I’d wake up in 

the morning with a (relatively) flat 
stomach, but by the end of the day I 
looked as if I was seven months  
pregnant,” she said. 

“It was exactly how my mum looked 
in the last few years of her life,” she 

recalled.
An MRI scan revealed she had two cysts, 

 I had two 
tumours 
so big I 
looked
pregnant

Battle: Patsy’s 
mum Margie
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for work. “James came to visit me every day 
while I recovered from pneumonia. 

“He was absolutely amazing that week 
– a tower of strength – but I played 
 everything down because I knew he 
wouldn’t get on the plane if I told him I was 
going to have surgery.”

Meanwhile younger son Lennon – who 
Patsy had with her third husband, former 
Oasis singer Liam Gallagher – refused to 
leave her bedside though he had little idea 
just how sick his mother was.

“I couldn’t let on to James and Lennon 
how scared I was,” recalled Patsy.

“As a single mum I’m very conscious that 
I have to be a mother to my boys and not 
a friend – I don’t want to use them as a 
crutch. I saw way too much of sickness 
when I was a child, which was no one’s 
fault, but I never want to expose my kids 
to anything like that.”

Days after she recovered from   
pneumonia Patsy was back in hospital for 
five hours of surgery followed by 24 hours 
in intensive care and another week with 
constant morphine for the pain.

She was eventually sent home with 
painkillers as well as her new HRT  
medication to counteract the effects of 
having her ovaries removed.

“My emotions were all over the place 
because of the HRT,” she said. 

“I felt disorientated and very forgetful, 
which was frightening. For about three  
days I genuinely thought I was losing my 
mind.”

On top of that, she faced an excruciating 
wait for the results of the biopsy which 
would confirm whether or not the tumours 
had indeed been cancer.

“My OCD kicked in and I started 
re-arranging cupboards and making to-do 
lists, even though I had been told to rest,” 
she remembered.

relieved
“One morning a letter arrived. I took  

a deep breath, braced myself and ripped  
it open. 

“I scanned the text quickly, then sat on 
my hall stairs and cried with relief – the 

tumours weren’t cancerous and I’d been 
given the all-clear.

“I still wasn’t able to exercise or drive 
my car either, but that stuff didn’t 
matter in the grand scheme of things. 
I was just so relieved and so grateful 

I didn’t have cancer.”
With the weight of the cancer 

threat on her shoulders, she had 
barely had a chance to think about the fact 
she had asked for her entire womb and 
ovaries to be removed. 

Now that was lifted, she realised what a 
momentous decision it had been.

“I haven’t once regretted having a  
hysterectomy – but I did have a little period 
of mourning for that part of myself,”  
she said.

“It was almost like saying goodbye to my 
youth, and it was a very definite marker 
that I was moving into a new and very 
different phase of my life. 

“But it had given me two wonderful sons, 
which I’m eternally grateful for.”

And she maintains that, if it came to it, 
she would not hesitate to have a double 
mastectomy.

“I plan to get tested to find out if I’ve 
inherited one of the high-risk cancer genes 
from my mum. If I have, I won’t think twice 
about having a double mastectomy. My 
goal is to live to a grand old age so my sons 
won’t be without me.”

francesca.cookney@
sundaymirror.co.uk

Absolute Beginner by   ■
Patsy Kensit, published by 
Sidgwick & Jackson is out on 
Thursday.


