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Parties were a 
far cry from the 
s t a r - s t u d d e d 
affairs she would 
attend in her 20s 
and 30s but Patsy 

has fond memo-
ries of them. “It was a proper 
East End knees-up – and we’d 
all be expected to get up and 
sing. It was like something 
straight out of The Sopranos, 
with all these crooks around, 
but they were smart, funny 
and incredibly enter-
taining. 

“They all had nick-
names – Fat Roy and 
Manly Mick. I knew all 
these characters quite 
well because they’d 
do the count-up, 
then afterwards 
they’d sit in deck-
chairs in our 
backyard, chat-
t i n g  a n d 
soaking up 
the sun.”   
 B u t 

Patsy does admit things were not 
all fun and laughter as her father 

got deeper into trouble.
“There was a man who used to 

come round who was very high up 
at Scotland Yard. I’m not going to 

name him because although he’s 
dead now, I don’t think his family 

knew what he got up to.
“This policeman would be driven 

over in an expensive car and my dad 
would give him a whole smoked salmon! 

This had been going on for years.
“Then one day we were watching World 

in Action, investigating bent coppers at 
Scotland Yard who’d been taking back-

handers from crooks. I remember my 
dad turning to Mum and saying, ‘Well, 
it’s all going to change now.’ I never 
saw the policeman again after that.”

Shortly after, the family left for the 
Caribbean. “Mum and I left the house in 

a hurry one day and met Jamie then the 
three of us took a coach to Heathrow and 
then caught a plane to Paris to meet up 
with Dad who’d been hiding out at a hotel 
near Heathrow.

“From there, the four of us flew to St 
Martin in the Caribbean, where we boarded 
a cruise ship for three or four weeks – long 

enough, I guess, for whatever was 
going on in London to calm down. 
Dad’s associates organised it and he 
was masquerading as a top travel 
writer so we were at the captain’s 
table every night, when in reality  
we may as well have been stowa-
ways!”

It sounds like the plot from one 
of Patsy’s films but she maintains 
there was nothing Hollywood about 
it. “I’m not condoning or glamorising 
what they got up to,” she says. “I’ve 
been burgled three times, so I know 
how awful it is to be on the receiving 

end of criminal behaviour. But it’s just 
how things were. 

“My dad was released from prison 
when I was 14. Although I accepted 
he was a flawed man, I still loved him 
very much.”

Just four years later Patsy was 
facing a very different kind of 
dilemma.

Having just starred in her break-
through role as Crepe Suzette in 
Absolute Beginners, she’d been 
invited to do a photoshoot with 
famous photographer Annie Leibo-
vitz for the cover of Tatler. What she 
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IT is the kind of transformation most 
children could only dream of. 
But for Patsy Kensit, the 
fantasy became 

reality when she 
swapped her 
l i fe  as the 
hard-up 
daughter of  
a criminal for 
Hollywood.

By just 21 she had left 
behind the council estate she grew up in 
and a childhood filled with gangsters, and 
was making millions as a top actress. 

But now, for the first time, Patsy, 45, has 
revealed she spent weeks in the Caribbean 
while her father was on the run. 

As a child, her family fled to Paris before 
her father masqueraded as a travel writer 
to secure passage on a cruise ship before 
being arrested on his return to London.

“Having to flee our home like that could 
have been pretty traumatising for a child, 
but it didn’t scar me,” she says. “To be 
honest, I found it all very exciting. I couldn’t 
understand why Mum looked so sad the 
entire time we were away. 

“Now, of course, I know it was because 
Dad was on the run.”

In her new book, Absolute Beginner, 
Patsy describes parties held at her father’s 
friends’ homes as being “like something 
straight out of The Sopranos”.

She also reveals details of letters sent 
to her from prison by 
Reggie Kray – godfa-
ther to her brother 

Jamie – asking for a signed 
photograph and telling her 
he was there for her if she 
needed anything.

Remarkably, young Patsy, 
who later starred in Lethal 
Weapon 2, hardly knew 
anything about her father’s 
criminal activities.

“ We only  e v er  got 
glimpses,” she says. “His 
associates used to come 
over and go into the sitting 
room, where Dad would draw the curtains. 
Jamie and I would have to leave, but we 
could hear them doing the count-up from 
outside the door. 

“Sometimes I’d accompany Dad to meet-
ings with his associates at West End hotels, 
which I loved because all the posh hotels 
had swimming pools. I’d go for a swim 
while he chatted to his mates.”

Her father James Kensit, who died in 
1987, was known as ‘Jimmy The Dip’ due 
to his reputation as a pickpocket. He 
worked for both the Krays and the Rich-
ardsons and was once charged with simply 
being an ‘incorrigible rogue’.

But Patsy and her brother were told to 
tell people he was an antiques dealer and 
when he was jailed in the late 70s to say 
he was in South Africa for work. 

“Mum did everything she could to keep 
that side of things hidden from us,” she 
says. “She must have loved my dad a great 
deal to turn a blind eye to his villainy.” 
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fresh start proposal 
for priory hall families
BY Sarah Bardon
PRIORY Hall residents were last night 
trawling through proposals aimed at 
ending their long nightmare.

Their legal and financial advisers 
were briefed on the Government’s 
proposals which will give them the 
chance to buy a new home.

It won’t offer any compensation but 
it is believed the householders didn’t 
want any.

Minister Phil Hogan said it will give 
residents an opportunity to get on with 
their lives. He added: “The Priory Hall 

residents have been involved in the 
discussions and have been briefed on 
the framework.

“Understandably they have asked 
for an opportunity to consider the 
proposals carefully.  Therefore, to 
respect the wishes of the residents, 
details of the proposed framework will 
not be made public at this stage.

“These proposals will also ensure 
Priory Hall is refurbished into a desir-
able, high-quality, safe location by 
Dublin City Council. The Government 
also intends to establish an oversight 

process, with participation from the 
residents, to ensure the framework is 
implemented effectively and to deal 
with specific issues that arise on a 
case-by-case basis.”

Financial adviser Michael Dowling, 
who represents 40 residents, was 
hopeful the agreement would include 
a deal on mortgages and allow the 
owners to “start their lives afresh”.

Residents’ spokesman Graham 
Usher said talks were “ongoing” and 
were likely to last for a few days.
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didn’t realise was that they wanted her 
naked. “Annie wanted me to wear as little 
as possible,” she explains. “In fact, she 
wanted me to hold this painted disc up so 
I appeared to be naked behind it.

“My manager, Steve Dagger, showed up 
and the colour drained from his face. He 
told me afterwards that all he could think 
was, what the hell is her mother going to 
say? So the whole afternoon Steve was 
locked in a battle of wills with Annie over 
how naked I was going to be.”

It wouldn’t be the last time Patsy would 
have to wrangle over nudity. In 1988, 
shortly after she married Dan Donovan, 
Patsy went to Germany to be photographed 
by Helmut Newton for Max magazine.

I was wearing fox furs and he wanted the 
fox’s head to rest on my private parts but 
I said ‘I’m not comfortable with that, can 
we just move the fur over a bit?’
“It became a bizarre sort of battle with 

me moving the fox fur a few inches and 
then Helmut moving it back,” she says. 

“I was very comfortable with my body 
at the time, but I drew the line at having a 
dead fox’s head between my legs.”

Perhaps her favourite nude shoot, 
however, was when she starred opposite 

Mel Gibson in 1989’s Lethal Weapon 2. 
Recalling the moment she was told she 

would need to do a love scene, she says: 
“At that point I’m looking across at Mel 
thinking, there’s nothing I’d like to do 
more!” And working with her co-star 
turned out to be even better than she had 
imagined, once she got to know him.

“Mel was just a dream,” she says. “One 
night he knocked on the door and said, 
‘Patsy, come and join us in my trailer’. 

“The hair and make-up guys that worked 
on all Mel’s films were in there playing 
Scrabble. I joined in and it ended up 
becoming a regular thing to relieve the 
boredom, eventually turning into dirty 
word Scrabble! It was very silly, but we  
had a laugh.”

But she also told how her ‘closed set’ sex 
scene was crashed by studio execs who 
wanted to catch a glimpse of the action.

“During the week we shot it every boss 
and executive visited to watch on monitors 
outside,” she says. “I remember Mel saying, 
‘That’s so f***ing typical. So typical.’ 

“It made me like him even more as it 
clearly bothered him, he wasn’t happy.”

francesca.cookney@sundaymirror.co.uk
Absolute Beginner (Sidgwick & Jackson)  ■

goes on sale on Thursday
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