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by Francesca cookney

eXPLIcIT� 
Jaime sex 
scene in film 
Donkey Punch

FaT�Her 
FIGUre 
Ray as Elzevir 
in Moonfleet

cLose-knIT� With wife Elaine and 
their daughters Lois and Jaime

moonfleet      star ray winstone’s film ban by his girl

RAY Winstone was as proud as punch when his 
daughter Jaime started winning acclaim for her 
acting career. And with 38 years in the movie 
business the award-winning screen tough guy 

should be the ideal person to offer her advice and tips.
But Jamie, 28, has actually BANNED her old man from 

watching her films. All it took was him seeing her in the 
sex-and-violence-filled Kidulthood...

“When I watched it I wanted to kill every guy in the 
film. I did,” he explains in that famous gravelly voice. 
“She’s my baby, you know?”

Ray, 56, has played some terrifying thugs in his time, 
but he’s usually a big softie. Yet when it comes to watching 
his little princess in raunchy scenes, he could happily 
slip back into his breakthrough role of Carlin “The Daddy” 
in 1979’s Borstal drama, Scum.

That’s why Jaime, who has since starred in the explicit 
drama Donkey Punch, won’t let him watch.

“Of course you stand back and you think this is what 
you do as an actor,’ says Ray. “I’ve done very violent scenes. 
I’ve been naked in films. It’s just what you do. But there’s 
a strong father-daughter instinct there. I’m a little more 
chilled about it now though. Well, on the exterior anyway.”

Ray says now more attracted to “fatherly” parts. His 
current role, as smuggler-with-a-heart-of-gold Elzevir 
Block in the adventure series Moonfleet, sees him juggle 
his wheeling and dealing with caring for an orphaned 
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so many strong TV dramas being made,” he 
adds. “It’s about time because it went off the boil 
for a while.”

But the one thing he can’t bear about 21st 
century television is reality TV.

“I can’t stand I’m a Celebrity. I wouldn’t even turn 
it on,” he tells me, “I don’t care about it at all – just 

drop a bomb on the lot of ’em and 
that’ll do.”

Despite his new-found niche as a 
fatherly kind of guy, his appetite for 
gritty roles and grisly scenes is undi-
minished.

“I’d love to play King Lear,” he says. 
“I nearly did. Tim Roth was going to 
make a film of it and I nearly played 
him, I’d really like to. We talked about 
making it but it didn’t happen.

“I’d love to play Henry V as well. 
Bring it on baby! But not on stage. 
Doing it as a play every night would 
drive me mad. But as a film, definitely. 

And by that I mean my kind of film - 
down and dirty!”

Perhaps it’s not one for Jaime then, eh dad?
Moonfleet is shown tomorrow and Sunday night  ■

at 8pm on Sky 1 HD.
francesca.cookney@mirror.co.uk

Neither is he going to start apologising for his 
gambling ads, which feature references to his films 
including the famous “Where’s your tool?” line from 
Scum, which Carlin utters before beating a fellow 
inmate to a pulp with an iron bar.

“They’re cashing in on that line, of course 
they are. I am too. I have no problem with that.  
I walk down the street now and 
people shout out lines like, ‘Who’s 
the daddy now?’

“Betting itself is cashing in. But it’s 
your choice if you wanna bet. I have 
no qualms about doing it whatsoever 
and I get well paid for doing it.”

At this stage of his career Ray can 
pick and choose his own jobs and he 
doesn’t anticipate spending much 
time on the stage any time soon.

“I’ve worked in theatre,” he says. 
“I’ve done stuff at the National 
Theatre, I’ve worked at the Royal 
Court, the Donmar Warehouse, I’ve 
done it all. But I’m 56 and enjoying 
life. I’m not saying I’ll never go back but to spend 
five or six weeks doing a play now for a bar of soap 
and a bowl of rice, I have no interest in it.”

Anyway, he believes British TV drama is under-
going a real renaissance at the moment. “There’s 

“raped” by taxes. As a sought-after 
and highly paid actor with a sideline 
advertising online gambling 

company Bet365, his comments 
attracted criticism, but he is unrepentant.

“I stand by that opinion,” he says. “I pay my tax 
to go towards this country and help people who 
are not as lucky as me and to give a service. But 
when I don’t feel the money’s going to the right 
places I have a right to make a comment.

“I’d rather not be paying tax on an Olympic 
stadium or a train that gets to Birmingham 15 
minutes earlier. I’d rather be paying it towards 
hospitals and fire stations and the police force.” 

teenager. And Ray, who starred 
in the BBC’s three-part drama of 
Great Expectations in 2011, says 
the characters and storylines 
reminded him a lot of Dickens.

“In Great Expectations I played Magwitch, who 
is a bit of a unsavoury character on the surface but 
who meets this young boy and goes on to actually 
set the boy up and gave him an education.

“It’s the same with my character in this, in a way. 
It’s a man who takes a new boy under his wing and 
starts teaching him about the world.”

Ray, who grew up on a council estate in Enfield, 
North London, describes his own brood as “just a 
normal, lucky family.” He’s been with wife Elaine 
since 1979 and they get together with their three 
daughters almost every weekend for a good old-
fashioned Sunday lunch.

But like most people this time of year allows 
him to pause to reflect. After losing his mum 
Margaret to cancer when she was only 52, 
he says every year that passes by feels like 

a windfall to him. “It’s very strange now being older 
than my mum was when she died. Hitting 52 was 
a bit of a watershed for me.”

Ray is not known for mincing his word and earlier 
this year he said he thought the country was being VIOLENT� Ray (right) in the 1979 Borstal drama Scum
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