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was 1981, not 1951. But all I could think 
was that I must be a complete disgrace for 
my parents to shunt me off and lie to 
everybody about where I was and what 
was really going on.”

Frank had never met Jimmy but knew 
he had been to prison, and was devastated 
when he found his darling daughter was 
expecting a criminal’s baby.

Tina says: “I sat there while he said he’d 
have a think about what to do, decide what 
was best. What I might have wanted didn’t 
come into it. Jimmy didn’t enter into it at 
all. His name wasn’t even mentioned. 

“As far as he was concerned Jimmy was 
irrelevant. Not for a moment though did I 
think he’d send me away.”

Tina was sent from the family home in 
Liverpool to spend five months at Waverley 
House, then a Catholic-run home for 
unmarried girls in Warrington, Cheshire.

“Once the arrangements were made, I 
more or less disappeared off the face of the 
earth. Hardly anyone knew what was really 

ExclusivE
by francesca cookney

in tomorrow’s                             mY DrUG DabblinG anD booze Hell...

SHAMELESS star Tina Malone has 
revealed how she was nearly forced 
to give up her first daughter Dannielle 
after becoming a mum at 18.

The actress, now 51, fell pregnant to a 
criminal who dumped her when he found 
out she was expecting their child.

Jimmy, who had been in jail for affray, 
was just the kind of bad boy her beloved 
dad had warned her about – and her 
worried parents were determined to hide 
the consequences of their fling.

In her sensational new book, Back In 
Control, Tina tells how she was sent to a 
Catholic home to await the birth.

Her parents Olwyn and Frank told friends 
and family she had gone away on a typing 
course in Brighton, and she was told that 
once the baby was born she must give it up 
for adoption. She says: “I didn’t get to have 
a say. It was all decided for me. I would go 
into a home and stay there until I had my 
baby, which would then be adopted.

“I kept having to remind myself that it 
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I had nothing and Dannielle 
slept in a suitcase but I didn’t 
care – I had my daughter
TinA MALonE on keeping the baby she was told to give up

Dennehy told pal: 
I’ll be serial killer
EVIL Joanna Dennehy boasted she would 
become a serial killer two years before she 
murdered three people.

The 31-year-old told a friend in prison 
in 2011: “I’m going to kill all these 
people. I’m going to be famous, then 
I’m going to write a book.”

The jailbird pal, who spent 
months locked up with Dennehy 
but does not want to be named, 
told how other prisoners were 

terrified of the tattoo-faced killer. She said: 
“She was cocky, people were wary of her. 
Her reputation was she was a nutter.

“She mentioned to me she liked  
stabbing people but I just brushed it off. 

I think she had a bit of a thing for  
me but it wasn’t reciprocated.”

Dennehy faces a life sentence at 
London’s Old Bailey next week 
after she admitted killing Lukasz 
Slaboszewski, 31, Kevin Lee, 48, 
and 56-year-old John Chapman, 
in England last year.

by ben GLaze

Murderer: Joanna Dennehy

JCB tragedy 
probe appeal 
GARDAI have appealed  for 
witnesses after a 54-year-old 
man was crushed to death 
by a JCB yesterday.

Harvey Wolfe was killed 
at a building site on the 
Harbour Road in Skerries, 
North Co Dublin.

A Garda spokesman said: 
“We are particularly keen to 
speak to anyone who was in 
and around Harbour Road 
at the time of the incident, 
at approximately 11.50am.”

Witnesses should contact 
Balbriggan Garda station  
on 01-8020510, the Garda 
confidential line 1800 666 
111 or any Garda station.
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When Tina told social services she 
wanted to take her baby, they said it was 
too late.

They said new parents had already 
been found for Dannielle and that Tina 
had to sign the adoption papers. “I said 
I didn’t care,” she said. “I wasn’t signing 
anything. I was keeping my baby. I had 
nothing, no baby things. Dannielle slept 
in my suitcase. But it didn’t matter – I 
had my daughter and I was ecstatic.”

On December 15 last year Tina gave 
birth for the second time. This time she 
praised the “amazing care” she received  
after being rushed to hospital with pre-
eclampsia. And hubby Paul Chase, 31, 
was at her side to 
share her joy at the 
birth of baby Flame. 

francesca.cookney@
mirror.co.uk

Back in Control  ■
by Tina Malone, 
edited by Maria 
Malone, is 
published by 
Sphere

little more than a problem to be dealt 
with. “I was one of those girls – on my 
own, no partner. I was a Waverley House 
girl – and they all knew what that meant.”

Tiny Dannielle was  transferred to the 
Alder Hey Children’s Hospital in Liverpool, 
and for the next six weeks Tina would 
sneak out from her parents’ home to visit 
her there.

“I visited her all the time and took her 
out, but at home I said nothing. My 
parents had no idea,” she says.

When the time came for Tina to sign 
the adoption papers, she knew in her 
heart she could not go through with it.

“I went to my mum and told her I’d 
been seeing Dannielle and that I was 
keeping her. From the look on her face 
it was obvious she’d had no inkling.”

Tina’s dad said that if she kept the baby 
she would have to leave his house. She 
did not speak to him for nearly a year.

Tina revealed: “I phoned my aunty 
Doreen. I don’t know what was said but 
it was decided I’d go live with my aunty 
Astrid in Southport.” Reclaiming her 
daughter was not plain sailing, though. 

flowers, no phone calls, not a single ‘It’s 
A Girl!’ balloon. My hospital room was 
completely bare. Five days later Mum 
was back to pick me up. Dad was outside 
in the car.

“I handed Dannielle to the nurse. 
Leaving her behind was horrendous and, 
all the way home in the car, I sobbed.

“No one said anything. As far as my 
parents were concerned, that was it. I’d 

had my baby and in a few 
weeks she’d be adopted. 
Now things could start 
getting back to normal. I 
didn’t argue.

“Looking back it seems 
incredible I did as I was 

told and meekly went 
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e 

arrangements, just 
like that.”

She says the 
s t e r n  n u r s e s 
treated her as 

bed, I’d throw back the covers and 
balance a saucer on my stomach or a 
plastic cup just for the fun of watching 
him kick and dislodge it. There was no 
one to share any of it with, just me and 
my baby. I knew what had been decided 
for me, what I was expected to do. But 
at the same time I knew how I felt.”

When the baby arrived at Warrington 
Hospital on October 6th 1981 there was 
no one to share her joy as “he” turned 
out to be a beautiful 5lb 6oz “she”. 

“I cradled her, sobbing my heart out. It 
was the best feeling in the world,” she says. 
“I named her Dannielle 
after a  character in 
the David Essex 
film Stardust. 

“Since every-
body thought I 
was on a typing 
course I got 
no cards, 
n o 

going on, where I was, or that I was 
pregnant ,  such was my dad ’s 
d etermination to draw a veil over the 
mess he thought I’d made of my life. 

“Warrington isn’t that far from 
 Liverpool but it might as well have been 
on the other side of the world.

“I was in a dormitory with six beds. It 
felt bizarre, as if I’d stepped into a time 
warp. They would shout for me to get 
up at eight in the morning and I’d get 
dressed and go down for breakfast. 

“Afterwards I’d wash the dishes, make 
my bed and do a bit of tidying up. I spent 
a lot of time in the day room watching 
TV, sitting on my own surrounded by 
rows of empty chairs, wondering what 
on earth I was doing there.”

As the baby inside her grew, Tina 
became more and more fascinated with 
this new life she was creating – and was 
convinced it was a boy.

“It was incredible, absolutely 
 mesmerising,” she says. “Sometimes, in 
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Thrilled: 
Tina, Paul 
and Flame

Pregnant at 17, sent 
off to have my baby 
in secret... then told
I must give her away

tina malone    reVeals Her teenaGe HeartaCHe 

Proud mum: 
with Dannielle 
as a toddler

Close: Tina 
with beloved 
dad Frank

Smiler: 
Dannielle  
at school

So loved: 
Dannielle with 
Tina’s mum


