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WIN
a super 50-in 
Samsung TV

Competition Terms & Conditions 
1. Lines close 6pm Friday May 7, 2010. BT landline calls cost 60p per 
min, max 2 mins. Other landline  operators/payphones/mobiles may 
vary. Texts/internet entries cost £1 each plus std network rate.
2. One winner selected at random after lines close from all correct entries 
received. 
3. Prize: 50in Samsung HD Ready Plasma TV.
4. Prizes published in other Trinity Mirror titles, not transferable, no 
whole/part cash alternatives. 
5. Std Trinity Mirror plc Rules apply, see www.sundaymirror.co.uk/
rules.
Service Provider: Eckoh UK Ltd, PO Box 206, HP3 9FT Phone: 01442 
450707.

WE’VE just had Big Curry Month – so we have teamed up with 
Shana Foods to give away a massive 50in HD-ready plasma Samsung 
TV so you can keep your curry nights going all year long! 

Everyone loves a good curry, but with our busy lifestyles it is 
not always possible to plan for an authentic Indian night in.

But whether you love a Paneer Tikka Masala or a spicy Dal 
 Makhani, you could invite your friends and family round to watch 
a movie on your new TV and, at the same time, enjoy a tasty 
 authentic  Indian dish made easy by Shana Foods.

At Shana they develop, produce and market a complete range 
of food products including delicious ready-to-eat curries, frozen 
samosas, frozen vegetables, chapattis and their award-winning 

With Shana you can have a curry ready after only 
two minutes in the microwave which can be 

enjoyed with Shana’s Asian frozen breads. Visit 
www.shana.tv for more info

b or c), name, address & postcode 
to 84080 (£1/txt).  

To receive details of goods and 
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dish?

a)..........................Paella

b).......................Biryani

c)....................Couscous

CALL 0901 609 2902 and follow 

the instructions (60p/min) OR 

text SMHOME followed by a 

space and then your answer (a, 

parathas. 

All of Shana’s 
product range 
provides quality, 
convenience and 
an  authent ic 
 eating experi-
ence without the 
hassle of slaving 
in the kitchen.
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Forget having to own your own place.  
Sit back, relax and join the thousands 
of people who have realised renting is 
a great way to live in a dream home

WE’D RATH
RENT TH

By FRANCESCA COOKNEY
WE all want to own our own homes… or so we are told. But in 
fact, a significant number of people are turning their backs on 
buying and are instead opting to rent. 

The cost of buying, the uncertainty of the market and the 
 difficulty of getting a mortgage are certainly major factors but 
many just aren’t bothered about getting on the property 
 ladder.

Traditionally, renting has been seen as a poor option. Why pay 
money to a landlord when you could be buying your own place? 
But times have changed. Thanks to the credit crunch, people 
have seen that owning property does not always work out. 

Stories of negative equity and repossession mean many who 
could afford to buy are less convinced it’s the right move.

A new government survey, called English Housing, shows that 
although private lettings only make up around 14 per cent of 
the property market, the numbers are on the rise.

And, significantly, 41 per cent of renters say they do not see 
themselves buying their home. Phil Calderbank of Lettingsearch.
co.uk says: “When the then Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher 

introduced the Right To 
Buy scheme in the 
1980s, it encouraged the 
concept that buying 
should be the ultimate 
aim. Renting had a 
‘backstreet’ association 
– but that’s changed 
dramatically. 

“ T h e  q u a l i t y  o f 
 property available to 
rent is much, much 
 better these days. People 
can get to live in a dream 
house or flat that they’d 
never be able to afford 
to buy.”

Renting provides the 
security of fixed  monthly 
outgoings that are less 
affected by market 
 fluctuations. 

Responsibility for 
 upkeep lies with the 
landlord and, as long as 
you pay the utility and 
council tax bills on time, 
it offers the kind of 
 carefree existence not 
enjoyed by those bogged 
down with mortgages.

Less commitment and 
the ability to up sticks 
at short notice is also 
attracting people.

In countries such as 
 Germany and France, 
rent ing  i s  seen  as 
 nothing unusual – about 
30 to 40 per cent of 
p e o p l e  d o n ’t  o w n  
 property. 

Being a tenant 
means Steve can 
be on the move 

Steve it’s a  reality. He may not 
own it but it still feels like home. 
One of the main downsides to 
renting is lack of choice over 
the décor but this is far less of 
an issue than people imagine. 
A lot of landlords actually 
welcome  tenants who want 
to make the place look 
good.

“In London the landlord 
said I’d actually done him a 
favour by decorating,” Steve 
says.

So, getting on the property lad-
der is just not a priority right now. “I’m 
very, very happy where I am and I love 
my lifestyle,” he says. “Friends of mine 
are looking to buy and all they can 
afford is a two-bed in a grotty area, and 
I’ve got this stunning place with 
horses next door and fields outside.”

able to get promoted quicker as a  result.” 
He currently pays £925 per month on 
a three-bedroom garden flat in Bicester 
which he shares with partner Marak, 
42. An old converted manor house 
within five acres of land, it’s the stuff of 
fantasies for most homeowners. But for 

FOR career-driven Steve Wheeler, 
 renting provides the best way to get 
ahead in business... and still go home 
to a fabulous pad.

Steve, 37, works in fashion and is used 
to being shunted from pillar to post. By 
choosing to rent he makes himself more 
flexible, something he’s found to be 
vital to his career.

“Being able to move around is integral 
to my job,” he says. “I was actually asked 
in an interview whether I bought or 
rented. As a renter, they were able to 
relocate me very easily and I’ve been 

Steve’s three-bed garden flat  
in Bicester, Oxfordshire 
(www.finders.co.uk,  
01869 329530)

This giant screen 
could be YOURS

15
14

 IT’S FLEXIBLE
Renting lets you road test the 
lifestyle before you commit. 
You can try before you buy 
and move on if you decide it’s 
not for you.
 LOW STRESS
There’s less responsibility with 
renting. You never have to 
worry if the roof’s leaking. As 
long as you look after the 
property and pay your rent on 
time, at the end of the lease 
you can hand your keys in and 
walk away.
 BETTER BUDGETING
You know what you’re paying 
is all you have to pay. When 
you own property there are so 
many extra costs that can 
come and bite you. With rent, 
everything’s covered.
 IT’S PREDICTABLE
For those on variable 
 mortgages, every time the 
Bank of England committee 
meet you hold your breath to 
see what’s going to happen. 
Rents aren’t subject to changes 
in interest rates. You know it 
will stay the same and if at 
the end of your lease the 
 landlord puts it up, you can 
leave.

DOWN TO A
TEA

HER 
HAN BUY

Would YOU be 
better off renting?

It is the best 
option now 
we’re retired

and we’d prefer to have the cash.”

Rent is £608 a month and this covers 
management and upkeep of the building 
and its garden as well as any repairs.

Knowing exactly how much they’ll 
have to spend in a year – and that there 
are no hidden extras – was a big pull for 
Neville and Eve, above.

“It’s nice to know we can manage things 
comfortably and how much we’re going 
to have to spend,” Neville explains. “It’s 
made budgeting very easy.”

NEVILLE Shone and his wife Eve are no 
strangers to the property market. Over 
the last 50 years they have lived every-
where – from Perth to Torquay.

They have always owned homes, but 
now well into retirement and with  Neville 
unwell, they decided they’d had enough 
of the responsibility.

In the summer of 2006 they moved to 
a one-bed flat in Colwyn Bay, North Wales 
and now live 300 yards from the sea.

“We decided at our age it was silly to 
go into more owned property,” says 
Neville, 72. “It costs a hell of a lot to buy 

Neville and Eve’s one bed 
flat in Colwyn Bay, Wales.
(www.girlings.co.uk,  
0800 52 51 84)

WANT TO RENT? 
If you can get together with a group of friends, 
this five-bedroom detached home plus self-
contained cottage in Pullborough, West Sussex, 
could be ideal. They cost £1,995 a month to rent 
(www.CubittAndWest.co.uk, 01403 269988).

YES NO
NO FOOT ON THE LADDER

If you’re renting you’re out of 
the property market, so if 
house prices go up you make it 
harder for yourself to make 
that step towards buying. The 
housing ladder only gets 
 further away.

MONEY DOWN THE DRAIN
With renting you’re putting 
money in a landlord’s pocket, 
not your own. It can free up 
more money in the short-term 
but it will never become a 
 financial asset. And it’s often 
more expensive. In a low- 
interest rate environment like 
we have now, buying is 
 cheaper than renting.

DEBT-FREE NOW? YOU’LL 
PAY LATER.
Many people rent for longer 
before they decide to buy but 
it just means putting off the 
day when they will be 
 mortgage-free. The longer you 
put it off, the more painful it 
will be.

CREDIT RATING
Getting loans or insurance is 
easier if you have a mortgage. 
Owning a home proves you 
have funds. It’s  easier to raise 
finance if you have assets.

SAYS IAN WILSON
MD at lettings 
agency Martin  
& Co

SAYS MILES SHIPSIDE
Commercial 
Director at  
Rightmove

Black, white, one lump or two? Any 
cuppa’s stylish with these fab buys

La Cafetière 
Rainbow cafetiere, 

£12.50 www.redcandy.
co.uk, 0121 449 6123

Stainless 
steel Zack 

Sfere sugar 
bowl £35.19 
www.proleno 

.com, 0844 
357 9855

Te O tea-
strainer £19 

www.alessi.co.uk, 
0800 783 0907

Tesco vintage 
tea cosy £4 

www.tesco.com, 
0800 505555

Ceramic coffee 
cup tower £11.99 

www.giftedpenguin.
co.uk, 01642 763000

Milkii jug by 
Kathleen Hills 
£25 www.beth 
stevens.co.uk, 
0844 888 9522

Stripey teapot 
£38 www.berry 

red.co.uk, 01432 
274805

 Tea 
bag 

plate
£1.95 

www.dot 
comgiftshop.

com, 020
8746 2473

 Hasla 
vacuum flask 

£3.99 www.
ikea.co.uk, 

0845 355 1141

-


